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| oN THE 


| Convers10N of St. PAUL, 


duly conſidered, to be the moſt ffgnal that 
we have any Account of in the New Te- 
ſtament, it may be conſidered as a trium- 
phant Nluftration of the Grace of God, for the Encou- 
rage ment of convinced Penitents; and alſo as a ſingular 
Confirmation of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, 
as the Evidences which attended the Goſpel, in the 
Age when the Facts which confirm it were ſubject to 
the moſt critical Examination, effectually engaged ſo 
learned a Perſon, and ſo flaming a Bigot to inveterate 
Infidelity, to embrace, propagate, and ſuffer, to the 
laſt Extremity, for the untaſhionable Truth which he 
had before perſecuted, with a Degree of Zeal which 
had the Appearance of a Kind of wicked Phrenzy. 
The Converſion of Mary Magdalene was indeed re- 
markable : It accompliſhed ſuch a Change on her car- 
nal Mind, that ſhe gladly exchanged her former lewd 
Amours for a Kiſs of her heavenly Teacher's Feet; 
which ſhe waſhed with the Tears of Penitence, and 
wiped with the Hairs of her Head, which then hung 


looſe about her, in all the Airs of a penitent Convict. 


This however was only the Converſion of a Libertine, 
from a Habit of profligate Vice, to an uniform and 
ſteady Courſe of Virtue; whereas that of our Apoſtle 
was alſo from the moſt confirmed Infidelity, and a hel- 
liſh fu in oppoſing the Truth, and perſecuting the 
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S the Converſion of St. Paul ſeems, all Things 
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2 Sent of — to the molt lively and efficacious Faith 
in Chriſt, and to the moſt open — undaunted Profeſ- 
ſion, and zealous and ſt y Recommendation of it 


ta the. World, all Hazards, by his incomparably 
- ſucceſsful Prags, as well as by the brighteſt Ex- 


ample of a truly. riſtian Temper and Converſation, 
that was ever given to the World by a mere Mortal. 


His natural Capacities, of Penetration, quick Diſcern- 
ment, and active Zeal, and his learned Accompliſh- 
mehts, were, without doubt, the ſame (tho? ſtill im- 
proving) before, and after his Converſion to Chriſtia- 
nity. But the Infidelity and Bigotry of Saul, the Pha- 
1 9 — perverted the great Genius of one of the 

erſons to do that ever appeared in the 


| ad and rendered him, for a conſiderable Time, 


a great Obſtacle to the Progreſs of the Goſpelz tho? I 


- conclude, that they pay too great a Compliment to che 


Significancy of a Perſon in his Station, who aſcribe 
the.* Reft which the Churches had throughout all Judea, 
purely to his ſingle Converſion, which was coincident, 
But after he became an enlightened and reſolved Chri- 
wan, as be was F in nothing behind the chief Apoſtles, 
as to ſupernatural Gifts, and an immediate Commiſſion 
from Chriſt, and in learned Accompliſhments excelled 
them all; ſo + be laboured more abundantly than they all; 


and with incomparably more Succeſs, conſidering the 


numerous Converſions made, and the large Churches 
eſtabliſhed among the Gentiles by his Miniſtry. And 
indeed, for Elevation of Thought, Strength of Rea- 
ſoning, the Arts of ſucceſsful Addreſs to the Conſci- 


_ ences and Affections of Men, ſublime Devotion, a 


mzek cal in the Cauſe; of Chriſt, diſintereſted Inte- 
rity, undaunted Courage, the moſt generous Prin- 
ciples of Goſpel Liberiy, the firmeſt Patience under 
Sufferings in Defence of the Truth, the moſt fervent . 
Charity to the Souls of Men, and the vaſt Treaſures of 
nowledge which it pleaſed Chriſt to communicate to 


the Church by him, and the like; that of Paul ſeems 


to be the volt finiſhed Character of celebrated Men. 


„Ad. ix. 31. 5 2 Cor. xii, 11. + 1 Cor. xv. 10. 


And 
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And it mould peculiarhy endear his Memory to b, 


whoſe Anceſtors were Pagans, that He, as peculiarly 
fit, was choſen to be the Miniſter of the Gentiles, to 
. whom Chriſt ſent him, to turn them from Darkneſs un v 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto Cod; and 
that he ſuffered more from the Fews than did the other 
Apoſtles, for vindicating our Freedom from the Law 
of Ceremonies. This ſtrange Metamorphoſis, or Change 
of a Jewiſh Zealot, who had early drawn Blood in the 
Controverſy againſt Chriſtians, and ſtill ſignalized his 
Zeal for the Extirpation of our holy Religion, into a 
convinced Believer in Chriſt. who generouſly attempted 
to gain over as many as poſſible to the ſame reaſonable 


Perſuaſion, Reſolution, Worſhip and Practice with 


himſelf, was Matter of fuch vaſt Surprize to his firſt 
Audience, that {| all who heard him were amazed, 


Some of great Account in the Church have, Iknow, 
unwarily repreſented the Caſe, as if Paul was à good” 


Man, and in a State of Favour with God, before he 
commenced 4 Chriſtian. It was, I imagine, a Matter 
of diſagreeable Surprize to tnany, to find a Perſon of 


ſo clear a Head, fo free and generous a Way of Think- + 
ing, and ſo diftinguiſhed a Chriſtian Temper as the 


late Mr. Grove, give into this Way of Thinking, in 


an excellent Sermon, otherwiſe worthy of him, Pofthu- 


mous Works, Vol. 1. P. 302, &c. The Works pub- 


liſhed by that celebrated Perſon in his Life-time, ſet- 


tled him in the firſt Claſs of admired Writers, amongſt 
. Perſons of the trueft Taſte; and his poſthumous 
Works confirm the Character. And indeed his uſe- 
ful Knowledge was ſo diverſified, his Manner of con- 
veying it ſo uncommonly beautiful and agreeable, and 
his Thoughts fo animated, as it were, with real Life, 
that he was at once a favourite Author with many of 
the moſt®learned, polite and ferious Perſons of the 
Age, and that deſervedly. And yet (give me leave 


to write it, with all due Deference to his vaſtly ſuperi- 


or Genius, and the warmeſt Reſpect to his Memory) 
this ſincere Lover, and unwearied Purſuer of Truth, 

I Act. ri. 37, 18. i Rt. IN. 1. t 
| ſeams 
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f- m to me to have left behind him, in this Inſtance, 
2 Sp:cimer of his being fallible, in a Matter of ſome 
vn ſiſcerned Conſequence to Religion. He enquires, 


P. 307. Was it (St. Paul's Converſion) what we com- 


ar nly underſtand by that Word, a Change from a Life of 
Sin io a Life of Holineſs, or only from Error to Truth ? 
I ſhould have rejoiced, had the Anſwer been, It was 
a Converſion 10 the Chriſtian Faith, and thereby, from 
a Life of Sin to a Life of Holineſs, His declared Opi- 
nion was, p. 318. 1. A. moſt St. Paul's Converſion was 
on'y from a Sale of imperfect Piety and Goodneſs, which 
was not ſufficient Id denominate him a regenerate Peron; 
that he had the Sincerity of one who was near the Kingdom 
of God. He next advanceth, p. 320. 2. I own I ſee 
10 ſufficient Reaſon to think, that St. Paul was not a truly 
good Man before his Converfion ; ſo that his Converſion 
was only from an ignorant Oppoſition of the Truth, to 
the B-lief and Acknowledgement of it; a Change in 
bis Underſtanding rather than in his Heart, By theſe, 
and ſeveral other Expreſſions, my worthy Friend de- 
ceaſed mult be ſuppoſed to have meant (tho? he wrote 
with ſome honeſt and ingenuous Heſitation) that our 
Apoſtle's moral Character was the ſame, in the main, 
before and after his Converſion to a Goſpel Faith. 
They indecd appear to me to be as different as thoſe 
of Gabriel and Lucifer, tho' they were not in the ſame 
Degree of Contraricty ; as Paul never ſunk into the ex- 
treme Degeneracy ot the one, whilſt he was @ cruel, per- 
ſccuting Phariſee, nor attained the conſummate virtue 
of the other, after he became an upright and moſt ex- 
emplary Believer. I take it to be of conſiderable Mo- 
ment, to attempt to prevent, as far as I can, ſuch a 
total confounding of the moſt real and diſtinct moral Cha- 


. _ radters, as will permit any Chriſtians to conſider Paul, 


whilſt an inveterate Infidel, and bloody Perſecutor, as 
being a good Man, and accepted of God; as really, 
tho? not as much, as after he was converted to a Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and by it, to a Goſpel Temper and Con- 
verſation; which may harden ſome in thoſe pernicious 
and fatal Vices which Mr. Grove's Goodneſs could ne- 
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171 | 
ver be reconciled to the Indulgence of. Importanit 
Truth is every Man's valuable Property, who can o- 
vertake it in the Way of a fair Purſuit, the Pleaſure 
of which will more than anſwer the Fatigue ; and as a 
hopeful Endeavour to promote its general Reception, 
is a real Charity to the World, I hold myſelf more 
than barely juſtified in this Eſſay towards - ſettling the 
diftin& moral Characters ſuſtained in the Perſon of St. 
Paul, and the true Notion of the intire Change made 
in him, by Converſion to, and by Faith in Chriſt. And 
as I apprehend it to be the neareſt and ſureſt Way to 
the Manifeſtation of the Truth, to every Man's Con- 
ſcience, to unfold all the Scenes of it, as they are deli- 
neated in the Nature and Reaſon of Things, or in God's 
Revelation, and to expoſe them in an open Light, 
wiping off the Paint which may have been thrown on 
them to obſcure them; ſo ſhall-I aim, in this Trea- 
tiſe, at giving a full and clear, tho* brief Draught of 
the alternate moral Characters of Paul, in the different 
Stages of his Life, as collected and placed in an eaſy 
View, from the ſacred Scriptures; paying all due Re- 
ſpect to any different Interpretations given by Mr. 
Grove, as I proceed in the Argument, conducting my 
Thoughts in this Method 


Lo 


1. I ſhall enquire into the Accounts which we have 
in Scripture, of the Character, Temper, and moral 
Conduct of our Apoſtle, before his Converſion to Chri- 
ſtianity; which will ſhew what he was converted from. 

2. Confider what there was ſingular in the Manner of 
his Converſion; and how far my Argument is affect- 
ed by it. And, | 

3. What were the Effects of his Converſion ; which 

will prove evidently what he was converted Zo, even to 
true Faith; and thereby to real Holineſs. And, 

1. I ſhall enquire into the Accounts which we have in 
Scripture, of the Character, Temper, and moral Con- 
duct of our Apoſtle, before his Converſion to Chriſti- 
anity ; which will ſhew what he was tonverted from. 

Indeed, he reaſonably preſumed to appeal to the Jews, 
| | * 2oho 
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ky noe dis Aras of Life from the Beguming, that 


after the firaiteſt Sect of Religion be lived a Pbari- 
ſee ; and therefore, I preſume — to impeach him of 
ſenſual Debaucheries, nor any Acts of Inju- 
ſtice, except thoſe which he chargeth on himſelf ; an 
F make no Doubt but he — a ſpecious Form of 
Godlineſs, and was, in many Inſtances, careful of de- 
cent. Appearances : But — unleſs I was able to 
ve it, I will not preſume to acquit him of ſame, at 
of thoſe reigning Vices which our Lord imputes 
to the Sect in general, in the xxiii, Chapter of St. Mat- 
thetu, and elſewhere. If he was || zealous towards God, 
it was, as the reſt of the Jews were, after they had cru- 
cified, and ſtill rejected the . Nay, he ſeems 
to have been one of thoſe diſtinguiſhed under the Cha- 
rater of Zealots, whoſe Character is ſufficiently ſlur- 
red by their own Hiſtorian, as well as by the ſacred 
Hiſtory z becaule he repreſents himſelf ny being more 
exceedingly zealous of the Traditions of his 8 Mr. 
4G. thinks the Meaning of his characterizing himſelf as 
one ſouc hing the Righteouſneſs which is in the Law 
blameleſs, is that, p. 308. his Life and Manners were 
irreproachable ; for he ſaw no Reaſon to reſtrain it to the 
ceremonial Law, when the Expreſſion is comprebenſtve of 
tbe moral 109. How comprehenſive ſoever the Expreſ- 
ſion be, I cannot help. concluding, that the Reaſon 
of Things neceſſarily reſtrains it to the ceremonial Law, 
unle's we entertain ſo mean an Opinion of his Inſpira- 
tion, as to imagine that it permitted an Expreſſion to 
drop from his inadvertent Pen, which will almeſt juſtify 
modern Inquiſitors, as being b/ameleſs touching the 
moral Law. Befides, I clearly perceive, that he 1s 
not there vindicating the Reputation of his moral Vir- 


tue, but only ſhewing, that he had as much Reaſon for 
i Confidence in the Fleſh as any one ; ſince none can uma» 


gine that his | zeal in perſecuting the C burch, which he 
Joins with his being blameleſs touching the Righteouſuſ 
which is in oe: in the very ſame Verſe, is menti- 


Ads xxvi. 4, f. Acts xxii, 3 N i. 14. + Phi. 
in. 6. + Ver. 4. 4 Ver. 6. 
ored 


9] 
tioned with a Deſign to 255 his own former moral 
Character. The very Turn of the Expreſſion, /ouching. 
the Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, ſeems manifeſtly 
to diſtinguiſh it from another Rightcouſneſs, touching 
which he would not pretend to have been blameleſs; 
even from that moral Rectitude which he afterwards 
attained to, and which is called the & Righteouſneſs of 
tbe Saints. Mr. G. p. 309. endeavours to confirm his 
Interpretation of the former Text, by adding, eſpe- 
2 cially when in another Place I, he ſays 1 have lived in 
a all good Conſcience before God until this Day. That good 
Man, and excellent Writer argues, that tbe Apoſtle 
does not reſtrain it to any particular Part of his Condu#, 
but ſpeaks indefinitely of bis paſt Life; and that bis Ar- 
gament doth not require that we ſhould confine his Words, 
ſince it was a proper Introduction to bis Apology for becoms-. 
ing a Chriſtian, to put his Enemies in Mind that he 
bad never forfeited the Character of an honeſt conſcientious 
Man upon the whole, &c, I do not pretend to affirm, 
that there would have been any Impertinency 1n the 
Apoſtle's Appeal to God, that his Conduct had been | 
all of a Piece, before and ſince his becoming a Belie- 1 
ver, provided he could have made it with Truth, and 1 
in Conſiſtence with his preſent Senſe of the Tniquity of b 
his former Miſconduct, in blaſpheming that worthy Name 
by which we are called, and perſecuting his Diſciples. 
But, how unreproachable ſoever his Life might for- 
merly have been, in the corrupt Judgments of his fel-. ö 
low Bigots, he could nor then want to be taught, that a | 
prevailing Love to Truth, and Concern for eter- | 
nal Salvation, inquiſitive Sincerity, Meekneſs and —* 
Gentleneſs, were eſſential Parts of a good Character, 
and was too well inſtructed, to call ſanguinary Perſe- 
cution of unexamin'd T ruth (as he then knew the 
Goſpel to be) a living in all good C onſcience before 
God. Nothing however was neceſſary in his Self- ju- 
ſtification, againſt the Charge of thoſe whom he had 
deſerted, and who but too well approved his former 
Condudt, than to avow it before all, chat his becoming 


Rev. xix. 8. 4 Acts xxiii, 1,—Vol. 2. 
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a 


I Cbribian, and his intire Bebiviour 


| 
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Face (which 
Was all that he was then to anſwer for) proceeded 


from a good Conſcionce, which God aoven of. 
The High Prieſt Auanias, would not have been fo 
much erat ern at theſe Words as to have command- 
ea them that ſtood by to fmite bim on the Mouth, had 
he not underftood him as vindicating his Conduct i in 
becoming a Chriſtian, and preaching Chriſt. Be- 


ſides, he hath been thought, and not without good 


Appearance of Reaſon, to include himſelf, as not 
from the common Vices which prevailed among 


the Fews, when he writes thus. For we burſelves al- 


fo were ſometimes fooliſb, diſobedient, deceived, ſer ving 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Malice Emvy, 
hateful, and hating ong another. But what is deciſive 
with me is, that tho* he did not act againſt his Conſci- 
ence in perſecuting Chriſtians, whilſt” he was dzcerved, 


akin the laſt cited Text, he would never have called 


this a living in all goed Conſcience before God; un- 
leſs he was willing to allow the fame Plea in favour of 
thoſe who voted Chriſt to be worthy of Death, and 
thoſe who, on a Principle of implicit Faith in them, 
joined in the Cry, Let him be crucified ; which I ſhall 
have Occaſion to write more of. 

I was not in the leaſt ſurprized to find Mr. G. took no 
Notice of 2 Tim. 1. 3. in his Argument, There the 
Apoſtle writes, only, God, whom 1 ſerve from my Fore- 
fathers, with apure Conſcience z .tho? ſome learned Men 
have laid more Streſs upon the Words than they will 
bear. It is-probable that he perceived (as a Perſon of 
leſs Diſcernment eaſily may) that he doth not declare 
how he had ſerved God, whilſt a Few ; but how he 
had now learned to ſerve him, as a Chriſtian, viz, with 


a pure Conſcience, proceeding from Faith unfeigned, 


1 Tim. i. 5, He ſtill, as As xxiv. 14. worſhipped the 
God of bis Fathers, and could now appeal to him, as 


well as to Timothy, that he did it with a pure Conſci- 
ence, = 

N » Tit. iii. 3. 
Upon 


[17] | 

Upon the whole, by Way of Preliminary, we can 
hoon no more of St. Paul's Conduct, in order to th 
ettling a juſt Notion of his moral Character, before 
his Converſion, than the Scripture hath given an Ac- 
count of; nor can we reaſonably conclude, with Mr 
G. 5. 310, that Perſecution is the only Blot that tained 
his Character, from his not mentioning other Sins of 4 
heinous Nature in which be lived; ſince (not to take 
Notice of Infidelity, obſtinately continued in) his men- 
tioning this magnifies the Grace of God more than 
all the reſt, whatever they were: Nor do we need the 
Suppoſition of any Thing worſe than confeſſed Infi- 
delity, and cruel Perſecution, to prove his Unrege- 
neracy, and acting under the Influence of ſome wicked 
Principle. This brings me to the Argument. And, 
. The Converſion of Paul, fo late, and at laſt, by 

a new Miracle, from inveterate Infidelity, is itſelf a 
ood Argument that he was . from Wickedneſs, 
uch Perſons do not appear to have duly attended to 
the Doctrine of the New Teſtament, who conſider 
Faith, as the Effect of a more eaſy Credulity, and Un- 
belief as the Reſult of a weak Judgment, or innocent 
Prejudice, after the ſame impartial Examination, The 
Scripture, on the contrary, conſiders Faith as a laud- 
able and rewardable Virtue, being the Effect of a ſin- 
cere Diſpoſition and teachable 3 5 proceeding 
from the Love of Truth and Goodneſs, and an ar- 
dent Deſire of eternal Salvation; and Infidelity as a 
damning Vice, proceeding from an affected ſhunning 
the Light, in favour of ſome prevailing Corruptwn, 
for want of due Regard to Truth, the Favour of God, 
and eternal Perfection and Bleſſedneſs. So our Lord 
himſelf teacheth, Every Man that hath heard, and 
learned of the Father, (i. e. by the Light of Reaſon, or 
the Law of Moſes, which the Father taught by) cometh 
unto me. He aſcribes the Infidelity of the Fews to 
prevailing Corruptions; as well as to ſtubborn Preju- 
dices ; | How can ye believe, who receive Honour one 0 
another, and ſee not the Honour that cometh from God 
* John vi, 4x, + John v. 44. 4 
* B 2 a only ? 
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only ?* Agreeably, we read, ++ Nevertheleſs, among the. 
chief Rulers alſo, "many believed on bim; but, becauſe of 
the Phariſees, they did not confeſs bim, leſt they ſhot 

Je put out of the Synagogue : For they loved the Praiſe 
of Men more than the Praiſe of God, So again, t And 
this is the Condemnation, that Light is come into the 
' World, and Men loved Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
cauſe their Deeds were evil, For every one that doth 
Evil bateth the Light, neither cometh he to the Light, 
leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. But be that doth Truth 
cometh to the Light, that his Deeds may be made mani- 
feſt, that they are wrought in God, And he faith moſt 
expreſly, * If God were your Father, ye would love me; 
for I proceeded forth, and came from God; neither came 
1 of my ſelf, but he ſent me. Chriſt ſaith, on the other 
Hand, concerning the Aptneſs of all good Perſons to 
receive the Truth, My Sheep hear my Voice, and 1 
know them, and they follow me, And we read ||, that 
as many as were ordained (in the Greek, diſpoſed) to eter- 
nal Life, believed. And they were of the better diſ- 
poſcd Gentiles, the Þ other Sheep which Chriſt foretells 
of, that were not of the Jewiſh Fold, who ſhould hear 
bis Voice, and be brought within the Chriſtian Inclo- 
ſure. And, to apply all this, which hath been ſo 
clearly advanced from Scripture, to the Caſe of St. 
Paul, I conclude, that his continuing fo long in Un- 
belief, is a good Argument that he was not a ſincere 
Lover of God, Truth and Righteouſneſs, before his 
Converſion to a Chriſtian Faith ; and that (how plau- 
ſible ſoever his exterior Form might be) ſome pre- 
vailing Corruption or latent Wickedneſs of his Heart, 
never truly ſanctified by a * Faith, was the Cauſe 

e 
Y 


of his inveterate Infidelity. He was born of a pe- 
netrating Genius, improved by the moſt learned Edu- 
cation af the Feet of Gamaliel, and had the Advantage 
of living in the Country where our Lord and his A- 
poſtles wrought their Miracles, and taught, and where 
he had the beſt Opportunity to examine their Creden- 
1 Ichn xii 42, 43. f John iii. 19, 20, 21. John viii. 42. 
$ John x. 27. Ads ali. 43, f John x. 16. 


tials; 


eee e 
tials and would have done ſo, and have received 
Conviction, on as reaſonable Evidences as he did at 
laſt, had he been an Iſrachte indeed, in whom was no 
| Guile, And yet, it was about fix Years after the 
Preaching of the Goſpel by the Apoſtles, that he was 
at length converted, as one born out of due Time; and 
that not in the ordinary Way, but by a /ingular NM. 
racle, wrought for his Sake: So that had not our 
Lord gone out of his common Courſe of Grace for 
him, he muſt have Þ died in bis Sins, And Mr. 
G—'s Apology (not for the Crime, but for the ſup- 
poſed Sincerity of the Perſon) that p. 324, conſidering 
that by the Law of Maſes +, Perſons guilty of Blaſphemy 
were to be put to Death, and that the great Council of 
the Jewiſh Nation had Publickly judged Chrift to be a Blaſ- 
phemer I, this (added to what he obſerved before, and I 
ſhall take due Notice of hereafter) will arcount for it, 
how a Perſon of Sincerity in the main, might in fuch 
Circumſtances be kept from examining the Proofs of Chri- 
ſtianity, and for want of attending to theſe, might by thoſe 
natural Prejudices in which he had been trained up, and 
by ſome plauſible Objections againſt it, be prevailed zo 
conclude it an Impoſture, and then to treat it as ſuch : I 
ſay, this will not account for Paul's Sincerity ; ſince 
the Evidences of the Truth of the Goſpel were ſo 
convincing in themſelves, fo various, and accommo- 
dated to every Capacity, that nothing leſs than inſin- 
cere and obſtinate Refuſal to attend to Proof, could 
occaſion Infidelity in that Age. All this might have 
been pleaded with equal Advantage, in favour of ma- 
ny other Jewiſh Unbelievers. And yet Chriſt telleth 
them roundly ||, If ye believe not that I am be (the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah) ye ſhall die in your Sins. Good Mr. G. 
ſeems to have had a Habit of Thinking after this 
Manner ; however it eſcaped his prompt Thoughts 
in this Argument : For he writes thus, in his noble 
Eſſay en the Terms of Chriſtian Communion, Vol. 4. p. 
157. For my own Part, I make no Scruple to declare my 
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cantor. As Perſecution, and eſpecial 
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where he bath . of 
Grit, is a good Chriſtian, I hope I ſhall not be 
ght/unpardonably opinionative, if I conclude that 
0 Man 4 ved at Feruſalem, during the 
Miniſtry of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, became 4 good 
Chriſtian. 

. 2. Another Proof that this was a Converſion om 
Wickedneſs, is, that Paul was before a wicked Per/e- 
fach Heights of I Tm > 8 " 

ghts of Injury, is one of the teſt Sins 

fo was Paul one of the Peres hon This 


de thought to be ſo great a Slur to the beſt Character 


which he afterwards merited, that, even after he had 
obtained Mercy, he thought not himſelf ? worthy to 
he called an Apoſtle, becauſe he bad perſecuted the Church 
of God. He was ever 


er ſelf-convicted, as one who 
t beyond Meaſure (i. e. the ordinary Meaſure even of 
outrageous Fury) perſecuted the Church, and waſted it, 
Let any one read his Conduct, as related by him- 

felf, and St. Zuke in the As of the Apoſtles, with- 
out any vation but what ariſeth — the bare 
Accaunt of Facts, and then judge, in the Fear of God, 

whether perſecuting Paul was a good Man, in favour 
with SS gg and 1. no Converſion from Wicked - 
neſs ; tho 1 readily acknowledge that moral Change 
to be the Effect of his Converſion from Infidelity. 

Even upon the moſt abſurd Suppoſition, that the 
Chriſtians of the firf Age, who ſaw Miracles perform- 
ed, and the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt exerciſed, and 
concluded, upon a free Search of the Scriptures, that 
al the iprophetical Characters of the Meſſiah were ful- 
filled in he bleſſed Jeſus, were miſtaken, in believing 


in him as the Chriſt ; yet muſt every one, who is not 
a blind Bigot to Infidelity, own the Miſtake to be 


wholly innocent, or, at leaſt pitiable and excuſable, to 
the laſt Degree. Who then can pretend to . 


it from being an enormous Crime, to purſue them, as 


Paul did, with all the fierce Eruptions of that Wrath 
1 Cor. xv. 9. t Gal. i. 18. | Jam. i. 20. of 


this Matt hat me , 
Opinion in this ers . hens Bey 


himſelf as a Perſecutor. The next Chapter $3 
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of Min dich u both not the Righteoufreſ of Gol? And 
which indeed cannot, as the inflicting Penalties can- 
not have any more Tendency to convince Men of the 
Truth of any Propoſition (J except that, which af- 
firms the Cruelty and Wickedneſs of the Perſecutor) 
than loud Sounds can have to clear the S:ghz, or lively 
Colours to rectify any Diſorder which obſtructs the 
Senſe of Hearing. No human Authority could warrant 


Paul to perſecute any one for a conſcientious dn, 


And yet ſome would be apt to think it a high 
aden of his Wi that he moſt , 
perſecuted the Diſciples for what he afterwards thought, - 
and might ſooner have found to be a Truth, of Im- 
pPortance; next to the Belief of a God, the firſt Prin- 
ciple of all Religion, natural or revealed. In our Ca- 
nonical Hiſtory, we have ah Account of his being ear- 
ly matriculated in the Vice of Perſecution, in which 
he ſooh became a diſtinguiſhed Graduate; for the ® 
Witneſſes, who toere about to caſt the firſt Srones ar 
Stephen, (the firſt glorious Martyr for the Chriſtian 
Religion) laid doton their Clothes at the Feet of a 

Mat whoſe Name was Saul; who, in all Probability, 
either had Befbre, or was then forward to diftinguith 


with an Account, that Saul was conſenting to bis (Ste- 
phen's) Deazh. As that barbarous Martyrdom MI 
to have been committed in the tumultuary Wa 72 of 
which the Zealots many Inſtances) an 
ih the legal; the Meaning of Saul's conſenting to it 
rhay be, and in all Probability is, that, (as the Poſt 
which he was put in ſhewed his Conſent, ſo) he was 
among the mot r me 8 of thoſe who + 
oy Rs. a Toud Voice, vpped their Ears (as if 
too pious to hear mere 1 Blaſphemy, how 
ready ſoever they were for, and expeditious in Mur- 
ther) and then (the reſt) ran upon him with one Accord. 
It immediately follows, At that Time there was a great 
Perſecution againſt the Church which was at Feruſalem, 
and they (che Behevetrs) were all ſcattered abroad through- 


Acts vii. 58. f Acts viii. 1=3. + Acts vii. 57. 
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out :the- Regions of Tudea 3M Samaria, except the A. | 

Dale; and. Gul we Havock of the Church. The 
Ninth Chapter proceeds with an Account of his Jour- 
ney to Daniaſcus, which God's Grace-over-ruled, con- 
y, .to his wicked Intention, and rendeted it the 
x aſon of his own, and the Occaſion of numerous ſub- 
| F Converſions, by him-4 ſo that his Miniſtry, 
Succeſs, apd the Perſecutions which he endured 
therein, furpiſn the greateſt Part of that remaining 
History. So the Chapter begins, And Saul yet (as 7 


nary Fury, had whetted the Edge of his keen Re- 
venges, Saul yet) breathing out Threatnings and Slaugh- 
ter, againſt the Diſciples of the Lord; (breathing out, as 
if he. was * [et on Fire of Hell, and Death, was in every 
Breath, as well as Menace of the over-beated Incendia- 

Saul) went 1a the High Prieft (and to t all the El. 
5 , end defired Letters io Damaſcus one {A 


3 Seyerities, which would have fatiated an or- 


ler the Places 
of their Retreat from Perſecution) to Synagogues, 
that if be found. any of this. (or the) Way (i, c. Chriſti- 
79S ans) whether Men, or Women, be might bring them 
1 bound to Feruſalem, where the Sanhedrim might, or at 
| leaſt popular Fury would, inflict ſeyerer Penalties than 
| | were in the Power of private Synagogues. Even Ju- 
Fi dat was hired, tho? by a contemptible Price, to betray 
FE + his divine Maſter ; but Paul was 1o irritated by cruel 
Zeal, that he had not Patience to wait the flower Mo- 
tions of the bloody Tribunal, but turned a Solicitor 
| d the Council, for a Commiſſion to do, Miſchief, 
which no Authority on Earth could poſſibly legitimate. 
We read of him + 4s for Saul, be made Havock of the. 
| Church, and haling I mand Women, commilted them to 
E Priſon. He repreſents-himfelf as | a Blaſpbemer (of 
' Chriſt) and injurious, i. e. to hi Diſciples, as 4 Perſe- 
cue. He aggravates his der and unrighte- | 
ous Conduct, in his noble Defence before King Agrip- . 
Pa TT, 1 verily thought with myſelf, that I ought to da 
many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſus of Nazareth , 


James iii. 6. 1 Ads ail. 5. + Ads vil. 3. I 1 Tim. 


i. 13. +f Acts xxvi. 9, 10, 11. = 
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' Aro. 
hich Things-T alſo did in Feruſalem. And mam of the 
Saints did I ut up in Priſon, having received Authori- 
9 from the chief Prieſts; and when they were put to 
Death, I gave my Voice againſt them, And I puniſhed 
them oft in every Synagogue, and compelled them, (i. e. 
| the fearful, or rather laid the ſtrongeſt Temptations 
fore all of them) © blaſpheme. And being exceedingly 
mad againſt them, I perſecuted them even unto ſtrange 
_ Cities. By theſe fierce Meaſures, this flaming Bigot, 
who had not Love of Truth and Sincerity enough to 
put him on Examination (tho* the Appeal was made 
to * the Scriptures which he received) not only ran the 
ſhocking Hazard of FF fighting againſt God, in the dark; 
but expoſed ſuch as were Believers in Chriſt before 
him to the ſtrongeſt Temptations to damning Inſin- 
cerity, and the || making ſhipwreck of Faith, and of a 
good Conſcience; under no leſs Penalty than being 
driven from their deſirable Country and Habitations, 
and more agregable Relatives and Friends; or thruſt 
into a Priſon, to be ſubjected to all the ill Uſage of 
uſurped Power, or popular, Fury. He was wickedly - 
injurious to every one of thoſe vaſt Multitudes, who 
ſuffered in their Perſons or Relatives, or were preju- 
diced in their Eſtate, or Health, by the Severities 
which he inflicted, or the hard Shifts he drove them 
to, to avoid the Reach of his Cruelty; the Conſe- 
quences - of which might affect their late Poſterity. 
He was above all wickedly injurious to the Souls of 
Men ; as he deſigned ſucceſsfully to tempt them, by 
theſe Methods, to profeſs, worſhip, and live contra- 
ry to their inward Convictions, and to blaſpheme 
Chriſt, whom they knew to be the true Meſſiah; 
even as he bþlaſphemed one whom he would preſently 
have known to be ſuch, had he been honeſt enough 
to examine the truly fundamental Controverſy of that 
Age t, whether Chrift were à good Man (and conſe- 
quently the Meſſiah, as he claimed that Character) er 
a Decerver of the People. He owns, F that he perſecuted 
-  þ Rev. xxi. 8. John v. 39. ++ Adds v. 39. || 1 Tim. i. 19. 
1 John vii. 12, + Adds xxii. 4. | | 1 
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the Chriſtian Way 'tinto the Death : | And we know that 
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0 Murderer bath eternal Life abiding in bim. He was a 


virtual Murderer, as often as he gave his Vote againſt the 


Life of a Chriſtian ; and even when he was conſenting to 
the Death of Stephen; I mean before that tremendous 


God who decyphers all Hearts, and in whoſe Judg- 


ment we may ſtab with a Wiſh, as well as commit 
Adultery by a prevailing Deſire. But theſe Things 
are ſpecified, and more fully diſplayed by my very 
good Friend, the Reverend Mr. Hallet, in his ſecond 
Vol. p. 130, Sc. 
Mr. G. p. 310, and 323, and elſewhere, ſuppoſeth 
indeed, that S7. Pauls being naturally of a warm and 
Izvely Temper, a young Man, and Youth an Age when 


the Paſſions are at the ſtrongeſt, and very frequently bur- 
xy Perſons of Virtue into Actions inconſiſtent with their 
FLeneral Character, for want of Ripeneſs of Reaſon, and 


"ſober Reflection, and what be did, purely the Effect of 
Ignorance, and not from any wicked Principle which 
moved him, which *tis highly probable he would bave 
mentioned as aggravating his Crime in perſecuting the 
Church, if there had been any ſuch. Principle, tho? it will 
not indeed juſtify bim, p. 224. will give ſome Account 
bow a Perſon of Sincerity in the main (if conſidered 
together with Chriſt's being condemned by the great 


Council of the Jewiſh Nation, which I reflected on 
before) might fall into this Snare. And he layeth fo 


great a Streſs upon it, as to conclude that he was not 
moved by any wicked Principle, becauſe he ſaith, that be 


obtained Mercy, becauſe he did it ignorantly in nas 


T gladly own, that theſe Things deſerve to be co 
dered as Extenuations of our Apoſtle's Crime, in per- 
ſecuting the Church; which he was afterwards a Pillar 


in, (tho he modeſtly chuſeth rather to conſider + James, 
and Peter, and John, as ſuch :) But I can by no means 
ſee, that they could poſſibly render his long Courſe of 


enormouſly wicked Practice conſiſtent with godly Sin- 


cerity. It ſeems to have been a Caſe decided by our 
bleſſed Saviour, that the diſtinctive Characters of Pro- 


1 John iii. 5. + Gal. ii. 9. 
feſſors 


j 
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feſſors of Religion may be diſcerned, . in notorious - 
with as much Certainty, by their moral Con- 

duct, in their deliberate and ſettled Habit of Acting, 
as Trees of a different Kind, or the good of either 
Sort, diſtinguiſhed from the bad, by the reſpective 
Fruits which they produce, || 7? ſhall know them by 
their Fruits: Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, or 
Figs of Thiſtles ? Sc. If any one could draw the 
frightful Picture of perſecuting Paul in a Point of 


View which might conceal his too viſible Deformities, 


I take Mr. G. to have been as likely as any one to 
be the Perſon ; and the Goodneſs whith was natural 
to him, I ſuppoſe, inclined him to do his 2%, towards 
brightening the Character of a favourite inſpired Au- 


| thor, from whom he learned fo much. But this * E- 


thiopian's Skin could never have been changed, otherwiſe 


than by a moral Converſion ; after which, be who had 


been accuſtomed to do evil learned to do well. — With 
reſpect to Warmth of Temper ;, that Complexion which 
is apt to cheriſh a Train of ill-natur'd Paſſions, and 
prompt fierce Revenges and Cruelties, cannot be at- 
tributed to St. Paul, without allowing his Converſion 
and Faith to have accompliſhed a moral Change on 
him; as he ever after diſtinguiſhed himſelf by Meek- 
eſs, and Benevolence to Mankind. And any other 
Warmth of Temper, or Conſtitution, would rather 
have inclined him to irregular Pleaſures, than to Per- 
ſecution. And indeed, I conclude, that his invete- 
rate, and indulged Prejudices, Pride of his uncommon. 
Advances in Fewjfh, traditional Learning, and Diſdain 
to receive new reforming Light, from a Perſon of 
our Saviour's mean Education, and obſcure Figure in 
common Life (whilſt he was illuſtrious in the' View 
of ſincere and inquiſitive Perfons, by his perfefly ra- 
tional Diſcourſes, and a Multitude of unqueſtionable 
Miracles) were what heated St. Pauls preternaturat 
Temper, which was not the Effect of bodily Conſti- 
tution ; ſo that he was truly Þ {et on Fire of Hell, when 
he was a Blaſphemer of Chriſt, and injurious to his Fol- 

Matth. vii. 16. „ Jer. xiii. 23, + James iii. 6, 
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lowers. . Whatever the Warmth of his Temper was, 
the proper Deſign of true Religion is to correct natu- 
ral Temper ; and a good Man will live, not by the 
wild Tranſports of undiſciplined Paſſions, but by deli- 
berate, and rectified Judgment; according to the Rule 
of Life which he is under. And I cannot ſce why 
natural Temper ſhould not render the ſ*nſual Debaucbhe- 
ries of our modern Libertines (which they are apt ta 
excuſe, tho' in vain, under the Notion of the good-. 
natur d Vices) as conſiſtent with Sincerity, in the main, 
as the equally immoral Conduct of Saul; ſince that 
Part of the 7/7/dom that is from beneath, which is de- 
viliſh, is, to ſay the leaſt, equally criminal with that 
which is earthly, or ſenſual. — With Reference to his 
being a young Man, &c. it is ſufficient to remark, 
that he appears to have been a Perſon, not only of 
prompt Parts, but of a ſtrong Judgment, and might 
eaſily have acquired Ripeneſ of Reaſon enough to make 
head againſt the Hurry of his Paſſions, ſooner than 
ordinary; as he was bred a cloſe Student jj, at the Feet 
of Gamaliel. He was not ſo young but that, whilſt he 
continued an Unbeliever, + he profited in the eus Re- 
ligion, above many bis Equals in his own Nation, and 
made ſo great a Figure, that he was a Perſon of con- 
ſiderable Notice in the traditional Scheme, (which was 
very intricate) and of great Influence; ſo that he is 
ſaid, t /o bave made Havock of the Church. And tho? 
Touth doth indeed render Perſons more ſuſceptive of 
ſome Kinds of Temptations ; I hardly think it holds 
true concerning the Vices of Rage, Cruelty and Perſe- 
cution, which he ſignalized himſelf by. Certain it is 
however, that this Stage of Life affords ſome ſpecial 
Advantages for beginning an impartial Examination of 
Religion, and entering on vigorous Reſolves, and hear- 
ty Enterprizes in a virtuous Conduct of Life; as in- 
veterate Prejudices, and vicious Habits are to be pre- 
vented, with incomparably more Eaſe than they can 
be cured afterwards ; and the ſame Ardor which gives 
James iii. 15, | Acts xxii 3, + Gal, i. 14. f Ads 
voi. z. wy 25 3 3 
caſier 
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eaſier Acceſs to Temptations, would inſpire with 
greater Zeal and Strength, in a well choſen Method of 
Living, if Perfons do not wickedly abjure ſerious 
Thoughts, and ſtifle Convictions. + I have written 
unto you, young Men, becauſe ye are ſtrong, and the 
Word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 


-wicked One. And much leſs can any Perſon think 


ſuch a Perſon as St. Paul, to have been too young to 
have perceived the Evidences of the Truth of Chriſti- 
anity, by which he afterwards perſuaded fo many 
Thouſands to turn Chriſtians, and become good Men, 
under the Direction of the Rules, and the moſt en- 
gaging moral Influence of the Truths of the Goſpel, 
had he been honeſt enough to have attended to them; 
becauſe what I preſume to call leſs Evidence, after- 
wards convinced him; aſſoon as Chriſt's miraculous 
Appearance to him from Heaven had awakened his 
cloſe Attention. And I conclude, from the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of God (which are ſtrictly demonſtrable) 
that the Evidences which confirmed the Goſpel Reve- 
lation were adapted to convince all, who could be 
found well diſpoſed to attend impartially to them. 
Every one who could diſtinguiſh between Health and 
Sickneſs, Life and Death, and the like, might as eaſi- 
ly know that Chriſt, who healed Diſeaſes by Miracle, 
without any natural Means, and raiſed the Dead, was 
a Teacher || come from God, for no Man could do theſe . 
Miracles which Chriſt did (which manifeſtly exceeded 
the natural Powers of unaſſiſted Men) except God were 
ith him, And as our Lord's Miracles were wrought 
in Confirmation of a Revelation, and Laws, worthy of 
God, and were confeſſedly ſupernatural ; it muſt, by 
a Conſequence in the neareſt View, be the moſt in- 
conſiſtent Blaſphemy, to impute them to the Help of 
the Devil, who (notwithſtanding his extreme moral 
Degeneracy) is too wiſe to aid any one to deſtroy his 
own Kingdom of Darkneſs and Wickedneſs; as Chriſt 
himſelf * argues, with Force of Evidence next to ir- 
reſiſtible. And as Paul had at leaſt heard of the ſu- 


T 1 John ii. 14, || John iii, 2. Matt. xii. 25, 26. | 
| pernatural 
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natural Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, exereiſed by our 
Ford's Apoſtles, and particularly of the Gift of Tongues, 
which enabled them of a Sudden to teach in all Lan- 
es, ane of which cannot be learned, in the natu- 
ral Way, without long Study, or Converſation, by un- 
contradicted, general Fame; real Sineerity would have 
engaged him to have been an Eye, or Ear-witneſs of 
them, if he would not be concluded by the univerſal 
Report of Things T xc done in à Corner; and then 
he, as one of great Diſcernment, could not help own- 
ing them to be ſupernatural.— And as what I have ad- 
vanced proves that Paul's Ignorance was not invincible, 
nor indeed truly pitiable, it can by no means excuſe 
the wicked Effects of it. Had he been a regenerate 
Perſon, I mean in the mara] Senſe, or a good Man, 
one who loved Truth and Uprightneſs more than 
Fame and Popularity, regarded the Hope of the 4 Pro- 
miſe made of God unto the Fathers, (viz. of the coming 
of the Meſſiah, and of eternal Life through him) for 
which be was afterwards judged, more than all his In- 
tereſt in this World and Life, * neither ſought Glory 
of Men, whilft be fought the Honour which cometh from 
God oniy, (which are the firſt Principles of real Good- 
nefs) it was morally impoſſible, that ſuch a Perſon 
ſhould ſo long have remained an Unbeliever. And 
for this Reaſon he magnifies the Grace of Chriſt j, in 
foewing forth all long-ſuffering toward bim, for a Pattern 
of Encquragement to others. True it is |, hat be 
obtained Mercy, becauſe be did it ignorantly, in Unbelief. 
But that cannot poſſibly mean any more, than that his 
Ignorance and Unbelief, rendered him an Obje&t of 
wiſe Mercy (and neither God, or Chriſt, exerciſe any 
other) as he doth not ſeem to think he ſhould have 
been, had he all this while acted directly againſt 
Knowledge and Conviction ; and the Meaning can- 
not be, in any Conſiſtence with Reaſon or Scripture, 
that his being 4 Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and injurious, 
during his State of voluntary Ignorance and Unbelief, did 
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indeed conſiſt with a good Conſcience, and render him 
an Object of God's Favour, If he verily thought that 
he T ought to do many Things contrary to the Name 4 
Jeſus of Nazareth z that very Jefus foretels his Dif- 
ciples || that the Time would come, when whoſorver killed 
them would think be did God Service. Such an erroneous 
Conſcience will juſtify all, or none, in ſuch Enormi- 
ties as conſiſt not with a good Conſcience, I know, 
and adore the unmeaſurable Diſtinction between our 
heavenly Maſter, and his beſt Servants : But I cannot 
perceive why they who ſaid * Let him be crucified, and 
they who voted him + guilty of Death, might not as 
reaſonably have Ignorance pleaded in their Favour, as 
Saul; for through Ignorance they did it, as did alſo 
their Rulers. And indeed, had not they been proper, . 
tho* not ſtrictly worthy Objects of wife Compaſſion, 
upon an after Converſion, as well as Paul, uſe 
they alſo did it ignorantly in Unbelief, our Lord could 
not in Faith, and he would not otherwiſe have prayed 
for them as he did upon the Croſs, 1 Father, forgive 
them, for they know- not what they do. And St. Paul 
makes the ſame Apology for thoſe who crucified Chriſt, 
that Mr, G. doth for him t, For had they known it, 
they would not have crucified the Lord of Glory. Upon 
the whole, I can by no means diſcern 1t to be as much 
as highly probable, that he would have aggravated bis 
Crime in perſecuting the Church from the wicked Prin- 
ciple which moved him, if there had been any ſuch Prin- 
ciple; becauſe (tho* it might be pertinent enough) it 
could not be needful ; fince, where the outrageouſly 
wicked Fact, and the Intention, are proved, or con- 
feſſed, Reafon, as well as common Law, preſumes the 
evil Principle, in any premeditated Act; and much 
more in a wicked Habit, as Paul's cruel Perſecution of 
Believers was. | | 

3. I advance, that the Apoſtle Paul evidently re- 
preſents himſelf under the Character of the Chief of 
Sinners, before he was converted to the Chriſtian 
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Faith. So have his Words been generally underſtood, 
and appear to me to have been rightly tranſlated, 
which are found, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is @ faithful Saying, 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came in- 
to the World to ſave Sinners, of whom I am CHIE F. 
Mr. G. hath, p. 322. offered a Salvo for the Apoſtles 
Character; by giving us another Tranſlation of the 
Words. He renders them thus, Sinners, of whom J 
am FIRST, ITpdTog,.1. e. one of the firſt who has found 
Mercy. This Senſe, ſaith he, is confirmed by what fol- 
lows in the next Verſe, that for this Cauſe be obtained 
Mercy that in him FIRST (the ſame Word that is ren- 
dered CHIEF in the Verſe preceding) Chriſt Jeſus 
might ſhew forth all Long-ſuffering, for à Pattern to them 
who ſhould bereafter believe on him to Life everlaſting. 
And how was it (Mr. G. proceeds) in him firſt, that 
Chriſt ſhewed this Pattern of Long-ſuffering, but as he 
was one of the moſt remarkable Inſtances of a zealous 
poſer of the Chriſtian Faith becoming a Profeſſor of it, 
and a Champion for it ? 

I readily agree with Mr. G. that the ſame Greek 
Word which our Tranſlators render Chief in the 1 5th, 
and Firſt in the 16th Verſe, might more agreeably be 

rendered by the ſame Engliſb Word, in both Verſes. 


My Judgment however vindicates our Tranſlators in 


rendering it Chief in the former Verſe, and inſiſts up- 
on it, as neceſſary to any regular Conſtruction, that 
it ſhould be rendered, Chief in the 16th. The Greek 
Word IIparog, doth. indeed ſignify Firſt. But it is equal- 
ly evident, to all who tolerably underſtand Greek, or 
the Nature of Language in general, that it doth not 
always ſignify the Firſt, in order of Time; and that 
the Senſe muſt be diverſified when it is put for the 
Firſt in Dignity. of $/ation, or Office, or in the Order 
of Eminence of virtuous, or (as in the Place under our 
preſent Conſideration) of the higheſt Degree of vicious 
Diſtinction; and that it is then moſt properly tranſlated 
Chief. This Mr. G. appears to have been well appri- 
ſed of; and I need not confirm my Remark for the 
Sake of the Learned : . But ſhall however (for * 
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of Engliſh Readers, or ſuch. as have not taken the 
Pains to examine the Uſe of the Greek Word, and the 
Senſe which it mult neceſſarily bear in any right Tran- 
flation) obſerve, that it is rendered Chief very frequent- 
ly in our Tranſlation, where it can bear no other Mean- 
ing, than that of the Principal of any Kind, Mat. xx. 
27. Whoſoever will be Chief, TipaT6s, among you, (that 
is, whoſoever will have the Precedency, or be chief in 
Honour) let him be your Miniſter. So we read Þ of the 
chief Women, and of the || chief Men of the City, and 
of the chief Man of the Iſland; where it would quite 
ſpoil the Senſe, to put the Word, firf, inſtead of 
chief. Theſe Inſtances may ſerve for a Specimen, 
out of many which might be added.— The Nature 
and Deſign of the Argument which the Apoſtle was 

n, muſt therefore determine the Controverſy, whe- 
ther the Word Ilpa@ro; molt properly ſignifies the frf, 
in order of Time, or the chief, in reſpect of criminal 
Pre-eminence. How plauſible ſoever Mr. Grove's Con- 
{ſtruction may appear at firſt Sight, I cannot think that 
many, after cloſe Attention, will give into ſuch. a 
- Tranſlation, The Scope of the Argument, from the 
13th to the 16th Verſe, ſeems to be, to aggravate his 
own peculiar Guilt, as a ſtubborn Unbeliever, and cruel 
Perſecutor, and, at the fame Time, conſiſtently to il- 
luſtrate and magnify the Grace of our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, 
in bearing fo long with him, and at laſt extending fin- 
gular Compaſſion to ſuch an one, in the extraordinary 
Means uſed for his Converſion, that he might be ſet 
forth as the chief (probably he was not the fr) ſtand- 
ing Monument of the ſignal Long-ſuffering of Chriſt 
towards one who had fo very long continued to for- 
feit any Claim even to common Mercy; in order 
to invite all others of the like, or indeed of the 
worſt of Characters, to yield to the Means of Illumi- 
nation and Converſion to a Chriſtian Faith, Reſolution, 
Worſhip and Converſation, that, + through his Mercy 
they might obtain Mercy; as he elſewhere expreſſeth the 
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fame general Notion, - The right Tranſlation of the 
15th and 16th Verſes, I take to be thus. This is 4 
faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, that Chriſt 
Feſus came into the World to ſave Sinners; of whom I am 


CHILE F. Howbeit, for this Cauſe 1 obtained; Mercy, 


that in me, the CHIEF, TIpeirw, (i e. the chief of 
Sinners, as before) Jeſus Chriſt might fhew forth all 
Long-ſuffering,. for a Pattern to —1 who ſhould bereaf- 
ter believe on him to Life everlaſting. I cannot perceive, 
that the Words are fairly fo much as capable of a diffe- 
rent Tranſlation, in the Conſtruction and Argument 
wherein they ſtand, St. Paul was not the t Sinner 
whom Chriſt had ſaved ; nor is it in the leaſt probable, 
that he was the fr Sinner of very criminal Diſtint ion, 


who had obtained Mercy, at that Time, or even a- 


mong thoſe who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by O 

poſition to Chriſt. The Body of thoſe preſent at the 
Trial of him (whom God hath ordained to judge the 
World in Righteouſneſs at the Day appointed) before Pi- 
late, were clamorous for this Crucifixion, and * cried 
aut, away with bim, Away with him, crucify bim, and 


we read, that || they cried out all at once, ſaying, Away 


with this Mean. And, even during the tragical, but, 
on the Part of God, and his Anointed, gloriouſly cha- 
ritable Scene of his Crucifixion, t zbe Prople, with the 
Rulers derided bim. And conſidering our Lord's Pray- 


er of triumphant Charity, in the former Verſe, Father, 


forgive them, for they know not what they de; is there 
not a high. Probability, that there were ſome Bla 
phemers, if not active Perſecutors, among the I three 
Thouſand who were added to the Number of the former 
Diſciples, when there were of that Audience ſome, 
who ſeem to be charged A with the Guilt of having a 

Hand in procuring our Lord's Death? And we are 
ſure that the Number of the Diſciples multiplied great- 
ly in Feruſalem, and that a great Company of the Priefts 
were obedient to the Faith, before the Converfion of St. 

Paul : So that it can hardly be ſuppoſed that he was 
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the Grlt Blaſphemer, or even Perſecutor of ( 
who had obtained Mercy; tho' he had — | 
to conſider himſelf as one who had been a chief Sin- 
ner; and eſpecially on theſe Accounts, and by Rea- 
on of his having ſo long reſiſted the Light. Beſides, 
the Connexion of the Words ſeems. to require us to un- 
derſtand St. Paul, as repreſenting himſelf as one who 
had been the chief of Sinners, and one who ſtill retain- 
ed a humble Senſe (as all converted and forgiven Peni- 
tents ought to do) that the Fault was inſeparable from 
the Perſon, even after the Guilt was cancelled before 
God, and the Infamy of the Character ought no longer 
to be imputed by Men. As he writes, in the 13th 
Verſe, that he was before @ Blaſphemer (of _— 4 
Perſecutor, and injurious; (i. e. to his Followers); 
he in the 15th and 16th Verſes goes on to ISS 
bimſelf as the chief of Sinners, upon this Account, and 
not as the firs who obtained Mercy. He doth not ſay, 
of whom I am the firſt who obtained Mercy; but, of 
whom I am chief; howbeit, az, (however, or not- 
withſtanding my being formerly the chief of Sinners) 
T obtained Mercy. What I mean is, that if he intended 
no more than that he was the ff Perſecutor who was 
converted to Faith in Chriſt, and thereupon forgiven z 
Io conſiſtent a Writer would have expreſſed himſelf 
otherwiſe than he hath done, and have written (if not 
Per ſecutors, yet) Sinners, of whom am the firſt who ob- 
tained ; and not bowbeit I obtained Mercy, which per- 
fectly agrees with the Notion that he had been the 
chief of Sinners, and yet, nevertheleſs, obtained Mer- 
cy.— And, to conclude this Argument, I obſerve 
that the tranſlating, and interpreting the Words other- 
wife than I have done, ould quite take off the Force 
of the Apoſtle's whole Reaſoning. If his remaining 
fo long an Unbeliever, a Blaſphemer, and injurious 
Perſecutor, had not indeed rendered him the chief of 
Sinners; how could he reaſonably infer, from his hav- 
ing obtained Mercy, upon his being at length convert- 
ed to Faith, that Jeſus Chriſt deſigned herein to ſet 
him forth as a moſt ſignal Example of his hay 

D 2 or 


Scenc of his Converſion, is ſo obvious in the Hiſtory, 
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(whether Idolaters, Perſecutors, Murderers, Adulter - 
ers, or any others. ſince he doth not limit the Mercy 
of God towards any) to believe in Chriſt; in Confi - 
dence that their Sins might obtain the fame Forgive - 
neſs, which his had. So he writes, Ver. 16th. Ho- 
beit (or tho? I was the chief of Sinners) for this Cauſe I 
obtained Mercy, that in me the chief (1. e. of Sinners) 
Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all Long-ſuffering, for a 
Pattern to them who ſhould bereafter believe on him ta 


| Life everlaſting, Had he been indeed a good Man, in 


the main, long before he became the beſt of Chriſti - 
ans, his obtaining Mercy, upon believing in Chriſt, 
could have been propoſed as ſuch an encouraging Pat- 
tern, oxly to Perſons of the ſame general Character, I 
mean Perſons of real Sincerity, tho' acting much a- 
miſs, for a long Time, under the Influence of truly 
pitiable Ignorance, and almoſt excuſable Prejudices of 
Education ; and not as a ſtanding Monument of God's 
Readineſs to receive Sinners, without Exception, who 
ſhould hereafter embrace the Goſpel, to the very End 
of Time. In this View there is an admirable Con- 
ſiſtency and Beauty in the Apoſtle's Argument through- 
out. And it deſerves a Remark, that this Apoſtle re- 
preſents his Fitneſs, beyond others, to be held forth as 
a bright Example of Chriſt's ſingular Patience, and of 


- God's Grace towards ſuch as ſhould repent, and be- 


lieve at laſt, as the great Cauſe why he was ſingled out 
to be an Object of Mercy, as to the extraordinary 


Means of his Converſion ; rather than any partial Re- 


gard of God to himſelf ; tho? his Ignorance (how ag- 
gravated ſocver on the Account of its criminal Cauſes) 
was indeed that which kept him within the Reach of 
divine Mercy, Ver. 13. It is now Time to proceed, 

2. To conſider what there was frgular in the Man- 


ner of Paul's Converſion, and how far my Argument 
is affected by it. That there was ſomething very par- 


ticular, and extraordinary, in the glorious and gracious 


AZ, 
: 


1 1 
AFs gib, which is confirmed, and in ſome Points 
cleared, by his on incidental Accounts of it, in the 
noble Defences which he was obliged to make of it, 
As 224 and 26th Chapters, that no intelligent Be- 
liever can doubt of it. We read, As ix. 3, Sc. that, 
as he journied, he came near to Damaſcus (whither he 
was. travelling with an execrable Intention to perſecute 
the Believers whom he ſhould find there, as we learn 
from Verſe iſt and 2d) and ſuddenly (about Noon, when 
there could be no Room to aſcribe the Phænomenon 
to natural Cauſes) there ſbined round about him, (and 
thoſe who were with him *) a Light from Heaven (he 
adds || above the Brightneſs of the Sun) Aud be, (and 
all they who were with him, as he adds in the ſame 
Place) fell to the Earth, (being dazzled with the in- 
ſufferable Splendor of the viſible Glory which ſur- 
rounded them) and heard a Voice ſaying unto bim, Saul, 
| Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me? i. e. in the Perſons of 
my Diſciples, whom thou treateft with ſo much In- 
humanity, purely out of Hatred to me? It follows, 
and he (Paul, who well knew that the Appearance was 
heavenly, and ſupernatural, like others which he had 
read of, he) ſaid, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord 
(Chriſt) /azd, I am Jeſus, whom thou perſecuteſt, It is 
hard far thee to kick againſt the Pricts; as untamed 
Oxen are apt to do againſt the Goads. And he, (Paul) 
trembling, and aſtoniſhed, ſaid, Lord, what wilt thou 
have me to da? being now under a piercing Convicti- 
on, that Chriſt was an exalted Inhabitant of Heaven, 
and of his own Guilt and Danger, in having oppoſed 
| him, who was able to ſave, or to deſtroy. And the Men 
which journied with him ſtood ſpeechleſs (through Con- 
ſternation) hearing a Voice (i. e. an inarticulate Sound, 
either of the Thunder or the Voice which ſpake to 
him, for he faith | that they who were with him ſaw 
indeed the Light ; but they heard not the Voice (or articu- 
late Language of him that ſpake to him) but ſeeing na 
Man; as Paul himſelf ſaw that juſt one, and heard the 
(intelligible) Voice of his Mouth, Then Saul aroſe from 
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the Enrih, and whey be opened bis Eyes, be faxw to Man 
(being not able to ſee for the Glory of the Light, 
which had blinded him, through its inſufferable Splen - 
dor) but bis Companions led him by the Hand into Da- 
maſcus. Aud he was three Days without Sight, and nei- 
ther did eat, nor drink ; giving himſelf all that while 
to Faſting and Prayer, ver. 11. Next follows, ver. 
10, &c. the Account of our Lord's appearing to Aua- 
#143 in a Viſton, and ſending him, by a ſpecial Miſſion, 
to the trembling Penitent Saul (who had been | 
'-a Counter- part of the Viſion for his Reception); and 
alſo of the Words which overcame the Rel of 
Ananigs to go to a Perſon of Saul's dreadful Fame, who 
was reported to be now come with a new Commiſſion 
to perſecute; and of his reſtoring SauPs Sight, by a 
Miracle, when he came to him. In Conſequence of 
all this, his Faith was confirmed, and he was baptized, 
and having received the Holy Ghoſt, and ſtaid fome 
Days with the Diſciples at Damaſcus, be forthwith 
preached Chriſt in the Synagogues, that he is the Son of 
God. There are contained in this Hiſtory many 
Things which tended to convince Saul, in the Way of 
the ſtricteſt Argument, of the Truth of the Goſpel ; 
as particularly the heavenly Viſion of the riſen and ex- 
alted Redeemer, his being ſupernaturally blinded, di- 
reed by a Viſion to expect the Coming of Ananias, 
who was ſent to him by a Counter-part of the Viſion, 
and his reſtoring his Sight by a Miracle, And yet I 
am far from thinking that he was favoured with any 
more #rre/jtible Means of Conviction, than others, who 
ſaw ſome, many, or moſt of our Lord's Miracles, wrought 
in Confirmation of his divine Miſſion, whilſt he was 
converſant among Mortals in the Fleſh z or greater 
than thoſe afforded to the Apoſtles, and others, {| 0 
whom he fhewed himſelf alive, after his Paſſion, by na- 
ny infallible (but not irreſiſtible) Proofs. I clearly ap- 
prehend, on the other hand, that had Paul been an in- 
curable Sceptick (as thoſe evidently were + who ſaw 
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Chriſt caſt out Devils, and yet blaſphemouſly imputed 
it to a Confederacy with the Prince of the Devils; 2 
ſo had — baffled the higheſt Mean of Con- 
viction which God had wiſely appointed, and were, in 
conſequence, as incapable of Forgiveneſs, as they were 
of Faith in any reaſonable Way; I fay, had he been 
one of theſe incurable Scepticks) he might as eaſily have 
evaded the Conviction of this Appearance, by afcribin 
it to ſome. unknown natural Cauſes, or to fatanic 

„as others reſiſted the Evidence of the Mi- 
racles of our Lord, and his Apoſtles. , There was con- 
ſequently nothing more irreſ/tible, or which blindly 
and forcibly over-ruled his Will, and neceſſitated his 
Faith, without the Exerciſe of his Underſtanding, in 
the Manner of this Converſion, than in that of many 
others, who were convinced by ocular Evidence, of 
our Lord's Miracles, and Reſurrection; tho', after all, 
* Dleſſed are they who have nat ſeen, and yet have believed, 
Miracles, and heavenly Appearances, loudly beſpeak 
the cloſeſt Attention, and the moſt ſerious Regard to 
the Evidence which they afford; ſo that Conviction 
cannot be eluded, without the moſt wicked Reſiſtance 
of the Light: But the Wills of Men are ſtill free, to 
receive fairly, or wickedly evade the moſt glaring 
Proofs; and Faith muſt at laſt be produced by the Ex- 
erciſe of the Underſtanding, and moral Converſion be 
wrought, by the Holy Ghoſt, thro* the Force of the 
moſt reaſonable Motives which true Faith ſupplies. - 
Tho Saul ſaw a Light from Heaven, above the Bright- 
neſs of the Sun at © Nia, which was enough to have 
eclipſed the Appearance of the Luſtre of all the Stars, 
had it been at Midnight, it might more eaſily have 
made him Blind with the inſufferable Glare (as indeed 
it did) than have enlightened his dark Mind; which 
no material Light could penetrate, withour thoughtful 
Attention. Nor could even the audible Voice of the 
divine Saviour have charmed him to become his reſolved 
Follower, and have converted him to Holineſs, had not 
his Heart been opened thereby to en gaged Attention, 
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and his Faith, which was the Effect of it, been after- 
wards improved, by ſerious Conſideration, and fervent 
Prayer, to real Sanctification. Tho? he was merely 
paſſrve, with reſpect to the ſeeing, and hearing the 
Voice of the great Shepherd of the Sheep; yet did the 
Holy Spirit work Faith, and real Regeneration, and 
progreſſive Sanctification, in him, by Faith, in the Ex- 
erciſe of his ,own rational Faculties. Some have, I 
know, endeavoured to prove what I aim at, by refer- 
ring to that Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, V bereupon, 
O King Agrippa, I was not diſobedient to the heavenly 
_ Vifon, in particular Dr. Whitby, from Grotius, in his 
Note upon the Place; and Mr. G. argues his Sincerity 
to be previous to this Converſion, p. 326, from the 
Conſideration that he was not diſobedient to the heavenly 
Viſion. Bat I plainly perceive, that the Expreſſion re- 
lates intirely to his Conduct after this Converfion, and 
that the Meaning is, that, after he was convinced, in 
the moſt — Way (as many of the firſt Chriſtian 
Converts were) upon ſenſible Evidence, that Chriſt 
was indeed riſen from the Dead, and had appeared to 
him in viſible Glory from Heaven, (which was enough 
to convince him of the Truth of the Fame of his Mi- 
racles, whilſt he was on Earth, and of his Reſurrection 
from the Dead, upon the additional Evidence of the 
beſt ſupported Teſtimony, even by confeſſed Miracles, 
of the moſt credible Witneſſes) that Jeſus was the 
true Meſſiah, and, after he had been commiſſioned by 
him to preach to the Gentiles, ver. 18. He was not difſ- 
obedient to the heavenly Viſion ; (or to the Perſon who 
appeared to him from Heaven) for ſo it immediately 
follows, ver. 20. But ſhewed, firſt at Damaſcus and at 
Jeruſalem, and throughout all the Coaſts of Fudea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they ſhould repent, and turn to 
God, and do Works meet for Repentance. But what 
was manifeſtly ſingular in the Caſe of St. Paul's Con- 
verſion, is, that (|| whereas. God ſhewed Chriſt, whom he 
raiſed up the third Day, not to. all the People, but to Wit- 
nelles choſen before of God) Chriſt, whom he had viru- 
ie. $I? 01 
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lently oppoſed, -ſhould yet condeſcend to work a new 
Miracle, in favour of one who was too inveterate in 
Infidelity. to be converted without it, that he alſo 
might be a ſingular Witneſs of his Reſurrection, to the 
Gentiles; and be with St. Thomas (to whom alſo 
Chriſt particularly condeſcended) no longer faithleſs, 

but believing. And there is manifeſtly ſome diltinguiſh- 

ing Grace (for what wiſe Ends ſoever imparted) in fa- 

vouring Sceptics, who have reſiſted Abundance of 
Evidence, with any ſinguler Proof; which was the 
Caſe alſo of Thomas, before referred to, * who would 
not believe unleſs permitted to thruſt his Hand into the Side 

of the riſen Redeemer, and to put his Fingers into the 

Print of the Nails, which were made by his Cruci- 

fixion. This diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of God there- 

fore, in favour of Saul (or rather of us, Sinners of the 
Gentiles) 1s what he ever retained, and was ready to 
expreſs the warmeſt, and moſt grateful Senſe of. It is 
ealy, in this View, to apprehend the Meaning of that 
emphatical Expreſſion, whereby he brightens the No- 
tion of the ſingular Manner of his Converſion, by the 
beautiful Emblem of his being || apprehended of Chriſt 
Jeſus; repreſenting the Caſe as if an Arrow of Con- 
viction had been darted into his Mind from Heaven, 
when under the Arreſt of diſtinguiſhing Mercy, as he 
was hurried on, by his blind Outrage, to apprehend, 
worry and flayghter the innocent Diſciples of him, 
whom he now gloried in, as his moſt endeared Lord 
and Maſter.— Some have indeed doubted, whether 
Paul had a real Sight of Chriſt's Perſon, or only of the 
Shekina of Glory which repreſented him; and whether 
the Voice was per/enel, or formed by angelical Mini- 
ſtration. For my own Part, I even make Conſcience - 
of being over phzloſephical in Matters of pure Revelation; 
and love to manifeſt the Truth in that Simplicity 
wherein it is revealed expreſly. But, whether it was 
by our Lord's Deſcent, or ſupernaturally ftrengthening 
his Faculties, or by a heavenly Viſion, delineated by An- 
gels, which was equally aſcertaining, or it may be il- 
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fuſtrated by St. Stephen's o ſeeing the Heavens opened, 
and the Son of Man fanding on the Right Hand of 2 : 
The Scripture Doctrine is plainly this, that + the God of 
our Fathers choſe Paul, that be ſhould ſee that juſt one, and 
ſhould bear the Voice of his Mouth, This was indeed no 
more than neceſſary, in moral Conſideration ;. as he was 
choſen to be a Witneſs, with the reſt of the Apoſtles, 
of our Lord's Reſurrection from the Dead, So doth 
Chriſt himſelf expreſs the Caſe, in Words which we 
ſhould be careful not to explain away the Senſe of, 
Ads xxvi. 16. I have appeared to thee for this Purpoſe, 
to make thee a Miniſter, and a Witneſs, both of thoſe 
Things which thou haſt ſeen, (a riſen Redeemer, and the 
heavenly Glory which incircled him) and. of thofe in 
the which I will appear unto thee. As it was eſſential to 
the Character of an Apoſtle, that he was one who-had 
ſeen the Lord, after he aroſe from the Dead, that he 
might be a Witneſs of the Reſurrection, upon ocular 
Evidence; 1 this Apoſtle ſtrenuouſly inſiſt upon 
it, that his Teſtimony did n not want this Recommen- 
dation, I Am not I an > Avoſtl ? — Have not I ſeen Jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord? Not I ! to whom he appeared from 
Heaven, on Purpoſe to make me an Eye-witneſs of his 
Reſurrection ? And he writes elſewhere, || And /aft f 
all, be was ſeen of me alſo. 

But it is now high Time to enquire, how far my 
Argument, viz. that St. Paul was converted to Holi- 
neſs, as well as 10 Faith, is affected by the Account of 
the Manner of his Converſion. Mr. G. who was not 
apt to loſe Sight of his Argument, and too judicious 
a Writer not to aim at placing the Scriptures which 
relate to it in a Point of View appearing to him con- 
ſiſtent, bought (and, as I judge, rightly) p. 334. that 
the Means uſed for Paul's Converſion, did not tend 10 
work a Conviction which was immediately and dirett'y 
of a moral Kind ; not of the odious. Nature and deftruc- 
tive Tendency of Sin, the Excellency and Neceſſily of Ho- 
Eneſe, &c. but of the Truth of Chriſtianity, &c. But 
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then he makes a fair Conceſſion in the ſame Page; 
that this Conviction might have been afterwards followed 
with the other, or with Convittions of the Evil of Sin in 
general, and theſe with his Converſion from a bad Man 
into a goed, However, he was not of Opinion that 
this was actually the Cafe z but ſuppoſed theſe Con- 
victions of the moral Kind to have had their proper 
Effect on him before; for he applies two Texts of 
Scripture (one of which will fall in my Way hereafter) 
to confirm the Notion that St. Paul was a good Man 
before this Converſion. That which I ſhall now exa- 
mine, is, the Place where he writes of his “ being en- 
abled by Chriſt Jeſus, for that he counted him faithful, 
. putting him into the Miniſtry, there was that in him, 
which promiſed he wauld ſhew all good Fidelity to his new 
Maſter. He farther notes, p. 339. It is not ſaid, made, 
but counted him ſo; which muſt ſignify, that be ſaw in 
him a Diſpoſition to be eminently faithful before he put 
him into the Miniſtry ';,, wwhich was an Inducement to him 
to do it, and to qualify him for the fucceſsful Diſcharge 
of bis Office, by communicating to him extraordinary Gifts 
and Powers, I will not inſiſt upon it, that he refers 
to the Time of this Converſion, and the Conſequences 
of it in after Life, when he writes + of his having ob- 
tained Mercy of the Lord to be faithful, But as God 
formed St. Paul, || as well as made the World, by Jeſus 
Chrift, and we know t that he ſearcheth the Reins and 
Hearts; it is certain that he would no more form ra- 
tional Beings out of his Sight than out of his Power; 
and conſequently, that he knew the Conſtitution which 
he made him of, and which he had acquired, and ac- 
cordingly ſingled him out as @ wiſely choſen Veſſel un- 
10 him, to bear bis Name before the Gentiless The Means 
ing cannot be, in Conſiſtence with the other Accounts 
which we have of him in Scripture, and which he 
gives of himſelf in the very next Verſe, as 4 Blaſs 
phemer, a Perſecutor, and injurious, that he was A 
good Man before he was a Believer, However, as 
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Chrift perfectly knew his ſingular Wiſdom, active Zeal, 
unwearied Diligence, and paſſive Bravery ; ſo he c- 
ed him, by a divine Anticipation, faithful, or conſi- 
dered him as one who he foreſaw would be ſo, when 
his uncommon Qualities and Talents ſhould be put un- 
der a due Direction, by a new Faith, which would al- 
ſo inſpire him with new Vigour to ſerve his heavenl } 
Maſter, who reſcued him from deſtructive Unbeliet, 
and pernicious Fury, by a miraculous Appearance to 
him from Heaven. And, conſidering how much 
more apt a Chriſtian Faith is to ſanctify, than the 
Jewiſh was, as it ſupplies Believers with more perfect 
Rules, and ſome new Motives, as well as ſets the for- 
mer in a ſtronger Point of Light and Influence; it is 
eaſy to account for it, how this Apoſtle's Converſion 
from Sin was promoted by, and carried on Zogether 
with his Converſion to, and Confirmation in the Faith; 
under which the Love of Chriſt conſtrained him, As 
nothing but Truth can ſanctify; ſo Converſion to a 
Goſpel-faith did univerſally ſanctify all who did not 
wilfully and wickedly obſtruct its moral Tendency, 
and happy Efficacy; and, as the Foundation of all 
Virtue was laid in Chriſtian Faith, they grew up, and 
improved together, in the generality of the primitive 
Believers.” So we read, Þ that God choſe the Theſſals- 
nians to Salvation, through Sandi iſication of the Spirit, 
and Belief of the Truth, And yet the Belief of the 
Truth could be no effectual Mean of Salvation, any 
farther than it promoted Sancti ſication by the Holy 
_ through Faith. This leads me, 

3. To conſider what were the Effects of St. Pau bs 
Ganverſion, which (conſidering his former Character) 
will evidentiy prove what he was converted to; even to 
true Faith, and thereby to Holineſs, It 1s a ſenſible 
Pleaſure, that I now advance to the bright Part of our 
Apoſile*'s Character, which is undiſputed, and which 
needs no flattering Ornaments ; tho* his former Con- 
duct ſupplies a Shade, which will ſet every Beauty ts it 
in the ſtronger Point of Light. And, 
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1. The firſt Proof of, (now, and ever after) St. Paul's 
real Converſion, which we have any Account of, is, 
that he took the firſt Opportunity to humble himſelf 
before God, for his former Sins, and eſpecially his In- 
fidelity and Perſecution, and to pray earneſtly for For- 
giveneſs, through Chriſt, who appeared to him vn the 
Way. Indeed, conſidering him as a Phariſee, and one 
of the ſtricter Sort, in Forms and Fewi/h Zeal, it can- 
not reaſonably be thought, that he had reftrained Prayer 
before God, in the former Courſe of his Life; becauſe 
Addictedneſs to, and Enlargement in formal Prayers, 
and a ſpecious Obſervation of thoſe external Parts of 
Religion which gave them an honourable Diſtinction 
among Men, and for which they “ ruſted in themſelves 
that. they were righteous, and deſpiſed others (as if theſe 
were a Kind of Atonement for at leaſt their indulged . 
ſpiritual Vices, and ſuperſeded the Neceſſity of moral 
Goodneſs, Piety, Righteouſneſs, and Mercy) was the 
moſt illuſtrious Part of the diſtinctive. Character of 
theſe demure Hypocrites. So our Lord diſplays their 
true Character, as Perſons who + devoured Widows 
Houſes, and for a Pretence, made long Prayers; and, 
paid Tithe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and neglett- 
ed the weightier Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, 
and Faith, But, had he been a prophane Perſon, who 
abjured, as well as neglected Prayer; yet would he, 
upon his Converſion to Chriſtianity, have been inſpired 
with a zew Spirit of Prayer, and have continued in- 
ſtant in Prayer, from a new Impreſſion upon his Mind, 
growing up into a Habit of Piety, and ſpiritual De- 
fires z or thoſe f Hungerings and Thirſtings after Righte- 
euſneſs, which are the firſt Rudiments of real Sanctifi- 
cation. God promiſeth, by his Prophet, that, upon 
the Converſion of the Jets, in the Age of the Meſ- 
ſiah, || He will pour out upon them a Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication, and they ſhall look upon him whom they. have 
pierced, and mourn. And in the New Teſtament, ++ 
God's Ele, (or they whom he hath choſen, and re- 
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ceived to be his People under the Goſpel) are ſuppoſed 
to cry Day and Night (or Morning and Evening, and 
as Occaſions require) unto bim continually, With re- 
ſpect to St. Paul, the Truth of his Converſion was 
known to Chriſt, who could trace the happy Change; 
from the firſt Conviction, to the ful! Purpoſe of Heart 
to cleave unto the Lord, and through its whole after 
Progreſs, by perſonal Inſpection 3 and he perfectly diſ- 
cerned the new Sincerity of the Principle of that ſol- 
licitous Enquiry, when he ſaid | trembling, and aſto- 
niſbed, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? But we 
muſt learn, that his real Converſion was begun, from 
reading, that he fafted three Days together , without 
doubt, under the keeneſt Conviction, and penitent 
Senſe of the Enormity of the Sins of Infidelity and Per- 
ſecution, eſpecially. This was the very Argument 
 Wherewith Chriſt attempted to convince Auanias of the 
Truth of his being a real Convert, when he fent him 
to comfort and confirm him. || Go — and enquire for 
ene Saul of Tarſus ; for behold be prayetb. The Name 

was infamous for perſecuting the Saints, and Ananias 
' pleads, in excuſe, t Lord, I have heard, by many, of 
this Man, bow much Evil he hath done to thy Saints at 
Jeruſalem ; and here he hath Authority, from the chief 
Prieſts, to bind all that call upon thy Name. He might 
have added; What Security will his being now pray- 
ing give me, that I ſhall eſcape his deſtructive Zeal ? 
Even the Crocodile, *tis ſaid, will weep over his Prey, 
cruel as he is. Why may not a whining Phariſee be 
ſuppoſed to pray for Succeſs in his Perſecutions ? But, 
as our Lord will be ſuppoſed, by all Chriſtians, to 
ſpeak pertinently to the Occaſion z we may conclude 
that the Declaration, Bebold ! be prayeth, contains an 
encouraging Proof of his real Converſion to Chriſtiani- 
ty; whether Ananias fully underſtood it at firft, or not. 
Some may think the Meaning to be; Fear not to go 
to him; he is become a new Man; for behold he now _ 
prayeth in another Manner than ever he did. He now 
prayeth in the new Faith in me, addreſſing himſelf to 
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God's Mercy, only in my Name, as the one Mediator 
between God and Men, This the Jes never learn'd 
till Chriſt taught it; * Yerily, I ſay unto you, whatſoever 
ye ſhall ast the Father in my Name, he will give it you. 
Hitherto have ye aſted nothing in my Name: Aſt, and 
receive, that your Foy may be full. And, without any 
doubt, if the new Convert had prayed with a Voice in 
the leaſt Degree audible z any one, who ſtood at the 
Door of the Room where he was, might have over- 
heard enough (only from ſome broken Accents of his 
Prayer, and ſome Eſcapes from pious Fervor) to have 
fully convinced him, that he was indeed become a 
Chriſtian, But, tho? it be a Truth, that he then be- 
gan to pray as a Believer in Chriſt, as far as he was 
_ inſtructed by any new Lights which he had at that 
Time received; I yet conceive that the Words, Be- 
hold he prayeth, may be explained - beſt, by comparing 
them with the Account we have, ver. 9. that be conti- 
nued three Days, and did neither eat, nor drink, i. e. 
He continued all that while in Faſting and Prayer. 
And then the Meaning is; Fear not to go to Saul; 
for he is not the ſame Man, but a Diſciple, convert- 
ed tothe ſame Chriſtian Faith and Reſolution that 
thou art: And know, from me, ( who diſcerned de- 
vou Nathaniel under the Fig-tree) that he hath been 
* bong, and ſtill is engaged in folemn Faſting, Hu- 
© miliation, for his former Infidelity and Pertecution 
of the Saints, and praying, in Ardors of new Deſire, 
for Pardon and Grace, in my Name, the Spirit 
© making interceſſion within bim, in ſuch a Manner as 
would make thine, or any Chriſtian's Heart glad to 
hear; and that I, the general Advocate of penitent 
Sinners, and frail Diſciples, have offered up my 
Merit, as Incenſe, with his Prayers.“ Now it is eaſy 
to perceive, that his praying in ſuch a Manner was a 
good Proof of his Converſion to the Religion of the 
bleſſed Jeſus 3; whoſe Report of it was enough fully to 
have ſatisfied Ananias on that Head. 
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2. The next Proof of Paul's | Converſion that is 
found in the Hiſtory, is, that he was immediately 
baptized, and conſorted with the Diſciples. - Baptiſm was 
the ſoletan, Rite of Initiation into the Chriſtian Church, 
appointed M our Lord; whereby he certified, on 
God's Pari the Remiſſion of Sins which were paſt to be- 
lieving Penftents, and they made the required Profeſ- 
ſion of Repentance towards God, and of Faith in Je- 
ſus as the Sor of God, or the true Meſſiah, and ſtipu- 
lated. for future Obedience to all the Laws of his medi- 
atory Kingdom, as far as God ſhould enable them by 
his Holy Spirit; or, as he beſt expreſſeth the Notion, 
and End of his Baptiſm, “ ſuch of all Nations as were 
difcipled, (or made believing Proſelytes by the Miniſtry 
of his Apoſtles) were to be baptized in (or into) the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the. Holy 
Ghoſt, and to be taught to obſerve all Things whatſoever 
be commanded. According to Chriſt's Commiſſion to 
his. Apoſtles (which was left open that others might 
read 1t) Diſciples were to be matriculated into the 
Chriſtian Church, as hopeful Candidates for eternal 
Life, in order to learn (from the Inſtructions which 
he provided far their receiving therein) to worſhip 
God, and live in the World, according to the oral 
Laws, and Precepts of a particular Inſtitution, wholly 
accommodated-to the mediatorial Scheme, which he 
thould give them by his Goſpel. That Baptiſm in- 
rereſted Believers in the Grace of the new Covenant, 
tor the Remiſſion of Sins that are paſt, we may learn 
from the Declaration of Ananias to this Apoſtle, A. 
riſe and be baptized, and waſh away thy Sins. And 
Chriſtians are ſuppoſed || to have their Hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil Conſcience, when their Bodies were waſhed: 
with pure Water. That they did, at the ſame Time, 
enter into an Obligation, by Baptiſm, to conform to 
all che Precepts and Rules of the Goſpel, that they 
might be all over chriſtianized, this Apoſtle teacheth 
us, by that emphatical Expreſſion, 4 For as many of 
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30%. as have Been boptixed into Cbriſt, have put on Chris. 
And we are taught by another Apoſtle, + that the 
Baptiſm which ſaveth, is, not the putting away the Filth 
of the Fleſh, but the Anſwer of a good Conſtiengę towards 
God. The whole of what I have advancedFconfirm- 
ed by the Accounts which we have concernig the Be- 
ginnings of the Chriſtian Church. | Vbel they who 
gladly received the Word were baptized — and they conti- 
nued ſtedfaſtiy in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and 
in breaking of Bread (or receiving the Lord's Supper) 
and Prayers, ; and the Diſciples walked in the Fear of the 
Lord, and in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt. But, as 
under the Law of Moſes, if Men were Tranſgreſſors 
of that Law, * ther Circumciſion was made Uncircum- 
ciſion; ſo Chriſtians, being baptized into a Profeſſion - 
of Faith in, and Obedience to Chriſt, if they apoſta- 
tize from a Chriſtian Faith, Profeſſion, or. Converſa- 
tion, render their Baptiſm null, and without ſaving 
Efficacy; as being no more than @ putting away the 
Filib of the Fleſh; which can be valuable in Religion, 
only as a Sign of the Grace of God, and of our Obli- 
- gatipn to f cleanſe ourſelves from all Filthineſs of the 
Fleſh and Spirit, and perfect Holineſs in the Fear of God; 
to which it is indeed improveable, as a rational and 
cogent Motive, We are taught, that a Relapſe from 
baptiſmal Profeſſion and Obligations, not only makes 
a Forteiture of the ſaving Advantages of an improved 


Baptiſm; but ſubjects Men to the ſevere Penalty of 


perfidious Apoſtacy, I For if, after they have eſcaped 
the Pollutions of the World, through the Knowledge of 
the Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, they are again en- 
tangled therein, and overcome, the latter End is worſe 
with them than the Beginning : For it had been better for 
them, not to have known the Way of Righteouſneſs, than, 
after they have known it, to turn from the holy Command- 
ment delivered unto them, But it is happened to themgac- 
cording to the true Proverb; The Dog is turned to bis 
own Vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed to her wallow- 
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ing in the Mire, Our Apoſtle's Baptiſm ſeems to Have 
„ r from ſo bright a Conviction, and ſo full a 
Purpaſe of Heart to cleave unto the Lord, by whom he 
was apprebended; that there was perhaps, leſs Danger 
than erdinary of his Apoſtacy, either to Infidelity or 
Unrighteouſneſs.— And as all the Diſciples were, by 
one Spirit, baptized into one Body; fo all new Converts 
gave the moit early Teſtimony of the Change, by 
_ Chriſtian and friendly Aſociation, in order to mutual 
Inſtruction, Confirmation, and Comfort. So we read 
+ And they that believed were together. And, as the 
"Chriſtian Church was a Society ſeparated, by a diſtin- 
ging Faith, Worſhip, and Manners, from the un- 
lieving, immoral, and debauched World, and cal- 
led to || come out from among them' and be ſeparate ; Paul 
gave early Teſtimony of his Converſion, by entering 
into Chriſtian Fellowſhip. We read + that he was 
baptized, and was certain Days with the Diſciples tohich 
tere at Damaſcus, And as ſoon as he came to Jeruſa- 
ien, be eſſayed to join himſelf to the Diſciples ;, but they 
(who knew the former Manner of the Man, and his 
— Converſation in Times paſt) were afraid of him, and be- 
lieved not that be was a Diſciple. And indeed, the 
Truth of the Converſion of flaming Bigots, and bloody 
Perſecutors, may reaſonably be held ſuſpicious, at firſt, 
beyond that of other Perſons ; tho? where it is real, it 
is ordinarily attended by the higheſt Proofs, and & ach 
as have much forgiven will love much. tc, 
3. Another publick Evidence of St. Paul's Conver- 
ſion, is, that he forthwith commenced a zealous and fer- 
vent Preacher of the Chriſtian Religion. This is con- 


 , Hidered as the Occaſion of vaſt Surprize to his whole 


Audience, who knew for what Intent he came amon 
them; which cauſed his preaching Chriſt to have 
Jogperhing of the marvellaus in it. As ix. 20, 21. 
And ſtraitway be preached Chriſt in the Synagogues, that 
be is the Son of God, (or the Meſſiah, which was the 
very Doctrine which he had, for ſeveral Years fo ſtre- 

F Ads i I 2 Cor. vi. 17. is ix, 18, 10. A 
. 6. 1 50 31 nee 

1 ; nuouſly 


431 
nuouſly oppoſed, and inhumanly perſecuted ſuch as 
taught or believed it:) But all that heard him were a- 
mazed, and ſaid, Is not this he that deſtroyed them which 
called on this Name in Jeruſalem, and came hither for 
that Intent, &c. This was Matter of agreeable Sur- 
prize to the Churches for many Years after. So he 
writes,“ That he was unknown, by Face, unto the Churches 
of Judea, which were in Chriſt, (i. e. by Reaſon of his 
having long travelled abroad, from Place to Place, to 
preach the Goſpel ;) but they had heard only, that be 
which perſecuted us in Times paſt, now preacheth the 
Faith which once be deſtroyed : And they glarified God in 
me. He had, without doubt, gained ſome conſider- 
able Improvement in Goſpel Faith, as well as Confir- 
mation in Chriſtian Reſolution, by Converſe with A- 
nanias,. and Fellowſhip with the Diſciples. It is how- 
ever evident, that all his extraordinary Gifts, and 
Qualifications for his peculiar Miniſtry, and his com- 
plete Furniture of Chriſtian Knowledge, were of im- 
mediate divine Communication, by the Holy Ghoſt, 
and the Doctrine which he taught directly from Hea- 
ven, by an immediate Revelation made to him; tho? 
he received it not all at once. We may learn from 
his Hiſtory, that, after the Account of his firſt Preach- 
ing, Þ Saul increaſed more in Strength, and confounded 
the Jews which were at Damaſcus, proving that this is 
the very, Chriſt, Of an after Communication of Know- 
ledge to him, to be diſpenſed by his future Miniſtry, 
our Lord condeſcended to aſſure him, when he firſt 
gave him his Commiſſion, which he was not fully 
qualified for the anſwering all the Ends of, all ac 
once, So I have 5 to thee for this Purpoſe, to 
make thee a Miniſter, and a Witneſs, both of thoſe Things 
which thou haſt ſeen (the glorious Appearance of the 
riſen Redeemer, which was enough to preach upon 
in one Diſcourſe, and which he rarely omits in his Diſ- 
courſes afterwards it being his peculiar Province to 
make Publication of that) and of thoſe Things in which 
Iwill appear unto thee, He writes particularly concern- 


Gal. i. 22, 23, 24. 1 Ad ix. 22. | Acts xxvi. 16. ; 
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ing the Lord's Supper pper, t "For I have received of 1 2 
Lord (i. e. for the Inſtruction of the Gentile Churches, 
by me, who was not any at our Lord's laſt Solem- 
nity, anticipating his Paſſion) that which alſo I deliver- 
ed unto you. And, as this Apoſtle was riot one of thoſe 
| who were perſonally inſtructed by our Lord's Miniſtry 
- on Earth , he reaſonably thought it to be of ſo great 
Moment, in order to eſtabliſh his Authority in the 
Church, as an infallible Teacher of Religion, that, in 
his Epiſtle to the Galatians, he ſets himſelf at large 
to declare, and prove to them, that his Commiſſion 
and Doctrine were wholly divine, received from Chriſt, 
without any human Interpoſition. He begins his E- 
piſtlc ＋ Paul, an Apoſtle, not of Men, neither by Man, 
Y Feſus Chriſt, and God, the Father, «obo raiſed 

Fol from the Dead. He again “ rertifies them, that the 
Goſpel which was preached by him, das not after Man ; 
for I neither received it of Man, neither was I taught it 
but by the Revelation of Feſus Chriſt. To ſatisfy them 
how far he was from having learned of the Apoſtles, 
-or other Chriſtians, as their Scholar, he reports the 
well known Caſe, how {| zealous a Bigot he had been 
for Zewifo Rituals and Traditions, and furious a Perſe- 
cutor of the Chriſtians z ſo that he could have been 
_ furniſhed with nothing to preach, had it not been com- 
municated to him by, an immediate Revelation .from 
Chriſt. Then, in the next Verſes, he purſues the 
ſame Argument, declaring that he had no Conference 
with any Man, in order to be inſtructed in the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, before he preached the Goſpel himſelf, 
Gal. 1. 15, 16, 17, But when it pleaſed God, who ſepas 
rated me from my Mother's Womb (i. e. to be an Apoſtle, - 
us be did Jeremiah to be a Prophet Hr) and called me 
bis Grace (to be a Chriſtian, and an Apoſtle) 10 re- 
veal his Son in (rather to) me that I might | toad bim 
among the Heathen ; immediately, I conferred not with 
Fleſh and Blood ;, (had no Conference with any Man, 
to learn what I thould preach among the Heathen) nei- 
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Ber wwent I up to Jeruſalem, to them which were Apoſtles 
before me; (i. e. in order to receive any Commiſſion, or 
Inſtructions from them) but I went into Arabia (to 
preach the Goſpel) and returned to Damaſcus. Afﬀter- 

wards he goes on to ſhew, that when he did go up ta 
| Feruſalem, about three Years after, he ſaw none of the 
Apoſtles, ſave Peter and James, and, after he had tar- 
ried fifteen Days, purſued his Travels, in order to propa- 
gate the Goſpel to remote Regions, and concludes that, 
and carries on the next Chapter to the 14th Verſe, in 
the ſame ſkilful Train of Argument.— This leads me, 
once more, to make a Remark, with the moſt friend- 
ly Temper, on what the Reverend Mr. Grove hath ad- 
vanced, from the 15th and 16th Verſes, p. 326. to 
ſupport his Opinion, that Paul was a good Man, in 
the main, before his Converſion to the Faith, and 
needed nothing elſe but to be convinced of the Truth ; for 
when this is done immediately he conferred. not with 
Fleſh and Blood; be did not conſult his own Inclinations 
and ſecular Intereſt, or talk the Matter over with his 
Friends and Acquaintance, before he reſolved; (his not 
going up to Feruſalem to adviſe with the Apoſtles, is men- 
tioned diſtinttly in the next Verſe, and is not therefore the 
Thing meant here) but preſently determined to do as diret7- 
ed, whatever ſhould be the Conſequence, I entirely agree 
with Mr. G. that his going up to Jeruſalem to adviſe 
with the Apoſtles, is not the Thing here meant; but 
then I conclude, from the Scope of the Apoſtle's Ar- 
gument, which I have conſidered, as proving that he 
did not learn the Chriſtian Religion from any Man, 
that, by conferring with Fleſh and Blood, he doth not 
mean asking Advice what Part he ſhould act, but a 
Conference in order to receive Inſtruftions, what he 
ſhould teach. And much leſs can the Expreſſion ſigni- 
fy, his not conſulting his own Inclinations and ſecular In- 
tereſt ; which would be quite remote from the Argu- 
ment which'this coherent Writer is there cloſely purſu- 
ing. There will be much Strength, Conſiſtency, and 
Beauty, in the Apoſtle's whole Train of Reaſoning, 
and my Interpretation of it be clear, if by Fl: 2 
. . Blas 


„ 

Blood we underſtand Mortals, who are Partakers 
Mr. Locke * refers to Eph. vi. 12. where Fleſh and 100 | 
ſignifies, as moſt think, Men, in contradiſtintion to 

Principalities and Powers, the Rulers of the Darkneſs of 
this World, and Spiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. 

But tho? it may be thought to favour this Reference, 
that it turns us to the Uſe of the Words in the ſame 


| A ſtle's Stile, I apprehend that it will be more de- 


ciſi ve with moſt Readers, to refer to a Text, in which 
our Lord himſelf applies the Words directly to the 
fame Caſe that our Apoſtle doth, in the Place now 
under Conſideration, "Matth. xvi. 117. Fleſh and Blood 
bath not revealed it unto thee, (i. e. 25 Man hath) but 
my Father, tc hich is in Heaven, The Meaning there- 
fore of the Exprefſion, I conferred not with Fleſh and 
Blood, I take to be, to aſſure them (agreeably to the 
Argument which he was upon) that the Syſtem which 
he preached was all divine, and of immediate Revela- 
tion from Chriſt, And, as God revealed his Son to 
him, that he might preach him among the Heathen, he 
became ſo ſanctiſied by Belief of the Truth, that + he fo 


ſtrived to preach the Goſpel, not where Chriſt was named, 


leſt he ſhould build upon another Man's Foundation. And 
there was, without doubt, ſomething ſo very ſurprizing, 
as well as agreeable, in St. Paul's Preaching, barely 
with reſpect to his Manner; which flowed from a clear 


Head, Quickneſs of Thought, Fluency of Invention, 
and Warmth of Genius, increaſed by the brighteſt I- 


mages of the Grace of Redemption, and his ſingular 


Call to be a Diſciple, and an Apoſtle, that was very 
diſtinguiſhable in this moſt ener Chriſtian Orator, 
whoſe Words proceeded from him in a fluent Torrent 
of rapturous Eloquence; ſo that Longinus, a Heathen 


Critick of Note, doth Juſtice to his famed Character, 


by ranking him among the moſt celebrated Greek Orators; 
tho? his Infidelity made him to conſider him as the 
Author of an Opinion not yet fully proved. Tho' it be the 
true ſingular Character of our ever bleſſed Maſter, given 


him by the Officers ſent to apprehend him, || that he 


* In loc. + Rom. xv. 20. || John vii. 46. 50 K 
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ſpake ſo as never Man ſpake; yet, were it poſſible 
that we could have heard St. Paul's firſt Sermon at 
Damaſcus, and others afterwards, our F Hearts would 
have been ready to burn within us, in ſome lower De- 
gree, as thoſe of the Diſciples going to Emaus, when 
their riſen Lord reaſoned with them out of the Scriptures. 

4. St. Paul's careful Abſtinence from Vice, and intire 
Goſpel Temper and Converſation, ever after, gave Evi- 
dence of his being converted to real Goodneſs, The 
Faith of a Chriſtian would be no better than a re- 
vealed Syſtem of true Philoſophy, had not God adap- 
ted it to be the Principle of a new Life. And ſo it 
manifeſtly is; as every part of the Goſpel contains 
perfect Rules, or Examples of right Worſhip and 
Behaviour, or elſe Prohibitions or Cautions againſt 
Vice, or Truths which have the greateſt rational 
Force, as Motives, to induce us to follow our beſt 
Lights from Heaven, that we may improve in Good- 
neſs, in the ſame Meaſure that we advance in Wiſdom. 
This Apoſtle experienced, and accordingly ſet forth 
the * Faith of God's Ele, under the Notion of the 
Truth which is after Godlineſs. As the Faith of Chri- 
ſtians would evaporate into mere airy and fruitleſs Spe- 
culation, unleſs it be applied to correct the moral Diſ-— 
orders of Heart and Lite, and to be the Foundation of 
the noble Superſtructure of true Holineſs, and thoſe 
real Virtues which have Uſefulneſs, as well as Fitneſs, 
and a moral Beauty annexed to them ; ſo would our 
Baptiſm into the Names of the Goſpel-Trinity, be no 
more than a Church-Pomp, or decent Way of Mo- 
thers firſt ſhewing themſelves, and their Children, 
abroad, in order to receive a diſtinctive Name, as well 
as a Chriſtian Denomination, or à putting away the 
Filth of the Fleſh; any farther than it ſanctifies, as a 
Pledge of God's Grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and a Meme- 
rial to us, || that the Foundation ( or Security, as the 
Word OepeMog mult there ſignify ) fandeth ſure, and 
let bim that nameth the Name of Chriſt depart from Ini- 
quity. The Significancy, and conſequent Obligation 
_ + Luke xxiv. 32. Tit. i. 1. I 2 Tim. ii. 29. He 


[48] 
of Baptiſm, our Apoſtle inculcates on Chriſtian Pro- 
ſelytes, to remind them of their being thereby obliged 
to a'new Life, which was either the Reverſe of, or at 
leaſt a very diſcernable Improvement upon, that which 
they were addicted to in their former State of Gentile, 
or even Jewiſh Infidelity, “ Therefore wwe are buried 
with bim by Baptiſm, into Death ( or into a Profeſſion 
and Obligation to be henceforth dead to our former 
Sins, whether of Impiety, Unrighteouſneſs, Uncha- 
ritableneſs, or Debauchery) that lite as Chriſt was 
raiſed up from the Dead, by ( or into) the Glory of the 
Father, even fo wwe alſo ſhould walk in newneſs of Life. 
So he writes to other Chriſtians F that if they had been 
taught by Chriſt, as the Truth is in Jeſus, they had ſo 
karned him, (as not to think their Profeſſibn of Faith 
in him would conſiſt with any of the ſinful Indulgences 
of former Life, which are there mentioned, but) as 
to put off, concerning the former Converſation, the old 
Man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts, 
end be renewed in the Spirit þ their Minds, and put on 
the new Man, which, after God (i. e. || after the moral 
Image of God is renewed by Knowledge ) is created in 
. Righteouſneſs, and true Holineſs. And, through that 
Chapter, he ſhows wherein putting off the old, and 
putting on the new Man conſiſts, even in abjuring, and 
relinguiſbing the Vices of former unregenerate Life, 
ſuch as Lying, Anger, corrupt Communication, Theft, 
Bitterneſs, Clamour, fpeaking Evil of others, and all 
Malice; and afterwards diſtinguiſhing themſelves by the 
contrary Virtues of Truth, Induſtry, edifying Diſcourſe, 
Kindneſs, Tender-heartedneſs, and mutual Forgiveneſs ; 
So that they became new Men, in moral Conſideration, 
and in real Character, quite other t Perſons than they 
were. This was to be a Chriſtian, in the Apoſtolical 
Age, and not merely.to be converted to a new Creed, 
or the Uſe of another Form of Worſhip. And tho? 
the Chriſtian Faith did not, even at its firſt glorious 
Appearance, as a new Light, darted immediately from 


® Rom. vi. 4. + Eph. iv. 20-24, _ || Col. iii. 10, 
2 Ego non ſum ego. : 


Heaven, 


Heaven, ſo fully ſanctiſy all, or any who were newly 
converted from the Gentiles, or even Jews ; as that 
Religion ſhould at firſt, or ever after, appcar in as 
great Perfection, and amiable Luſtre, in the Lives of 
any. frail Mortals, as, through God's good Provi- 
dence, it {till ſubſiſts, and ſparkles in the Scriptures of 
the New Teſtament; yet the Generality of the firſt 
Profeſſors of Chriſtian Faith, were no longer “ con- 
formed to this World (or, as another Apoſtle explains 
it, + dd not faſhion themſelves arcording to the former 
700. in their Ignorance.) but were transformed by the 
renewing of their. Minds, that they might prove what 
was that good, and acceptable, and perfect Will of Gad; 
as the Rituals of the Jews, and much more the Su- 
pPerſtilions of the Gentiles, were not. The firſt Chri- 
ans maintained a venerable Separation from the 
enormous Vices of the Bulk of Mankind; and honou- 
rably diſtinguiſhed themſelves by the ſanctifying, uſe- 
ful, and exemplary. Decorations of Piety, . Juſtice, 
Tanks Mercy, Peaccableneſs, Truth, Fidelity, 
cekneſs, Moderation, Temperance, and Purity: 
And ſuch as notoriouſly diſcovered that they had . 
lieved in .vgin, or that their Faith had. ND RRP 
Efficacy, to reclaim them from the Vices of the unre- 
generate World, were excluded from the Societies of- 
Chriſtians, abo, by. common Vote, | put away from 
tbemſelues wicked Perſons, I might eaſily prove this 
by general Characters of Churches, which are found 
in the Apoſtolical Epiſtles. I take notice, that our 
Apoſtle f thanks God, on behalf of the Chriſtians at 
Rame, . that, though they had been the Servants.of Sin, 
they had. obeyed, from the Heart, that Form. of Doctrine 
which was delivered. them.: And only obſerve farther, 
that he repreſents the Goſpel as having ſome conſide- 
rable Efficacy in general, towards: reforming the 
Churches who. received it, when he writes thus con- 
cerning it. Which is come.unto jou, as it is in all the 
IWorld, and bringeth forth Fruit; as it doth alſo in you, 
Rom. xil. 2. Pet: i. 14. Cor. v. 13 com- 
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fince the Day ye heard of it, an knew the Grace of God 


in Truth. From hence I would only obſerve, with re- 
ference to the Caſe of St. Paul, that it is eaſy to con- 
ceive how his Faith ſünctified him, from the Day on 
tobich he hard the Goſpel; and that his Holineſs grew 
up. together with his Belief of the Truth. But what 
F was more particularly to remark, under this Head, 


3s, that his new Converſation, and moral Character, 


were not only unexceptionable enough to be an Evi- 


dence of his real and intire Converfion; but even il- 


luſtrious, by reaſon” of virtuous Singularity. It was 
a true Account given of the Jets in general, and ef- 
pecially of the Zealots among them, by this Apoſtle, 
(who in all probability "had been ene of "them, as f 
ſhewed before) * hat they pleaſed not God, and were 
rontrery to all Men; which anſwers to' the Character 
Sivenof them by their own Hiſtorian, Zo/ephits. But 
dur Apoſtle: very eminently diſtinguiſſied himfelf, af- 


v 


ter ig became a Chriſtian Proſelyre, by à yery exem- 
plary Prety; and the molt extenfive Charity; and from 
of the. Liberties of Men and Chriſtians. He was not 
ont a devour + Worſhipper of the 'God of his Fathers, 


A fiery Foie? becutne the molt ſtrenuous Patron 
0 


in à way which the Ir N Fews called Here, and 


Zogved bis Knees unig' the Faiher of our Lord Jeſus 


Err, of whom the whole, Family in Heaven and Earth 


It named; to praiſe him, and give him thanks for his 
Mercies, and afk his Pardon, Grace, and Bleſſing, in 
Clirift's Name, to Re for the Succeſs of the Goſ- 


pel, for the Converlion and Salvatiqn of Sinners, and 


always ꝓ make particiffar mention of Ibeſe who were con- 
verted, or greatly ediſſed by this Miniſtry,” in his daily 
Prayers: But he alſo, approved himfelf, in other ways, 
to be à hearty Lover of his own Species. His Heart 
even glowed with [fervent Charity to Saul, and he 
could appeal to God + how greatly be longed after them, 
in the  Bowels of Jeſus Cbriſt; ſuch as Jews were 
Strangers to. He moreover fo ſignalized himſelf for 
1 The. il. 15. | + Ads xxit. 14. Eph; iii. 14, 15. 
t Rom. i. 9. - 44 Tru. i. 8. 4 ' 1 b ph: en l 
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perſonal Virtues, and a graceful Command of his Ap- 
tites and Paſſions by keeping under his Body, and 
ringing it into Subjeftion, leſt, by any means, after he 
had preached to others, he himſelf ſhould be a Caſt- away, 
that he could not only defy his open or ſecret Ene- 
mies to impeach him with any Crime, but make his 
Appeal to his Hearers, who had been moſt converſant 
with him, Þ+ how holily, juſtly, and unblameably be had 
behaved himſelf among them ; and he elſewhere pre- 
ſumed to add Gentleneſ5 as a part of his Character, In 
ſhort, (for his ſingle Character would fill a Volume, 
if I ſhould illuſtrate it in Particulars) he compleated 
his Fame by a general Combination of Virtues z which 
appeared, diſtinZly, with a greater Luſtre in him, than 
they are ordinarily brightened fingly, in Chriſtians of 
an inferior Character for Goodneſs: Nor did any re- 
markable Infirmities of the new Man, greatly eclipſe 
the Splendor of the heroick Virtues of this diſtin- 
guiſhed Chriſtian, and Apoſtle, He was one who 
now gave full Proof of a goed Conſcience, by || being in 
all things willing to live honeſtly, or with a Grace, as the 
Greek Word uaMi;, properly ſignifies ;) f herein exer- 
ciſing bimſelf, to have always a Conſcience void of Of. 
fence, toward God, and toward Men, And what de- 
| ſerves particular Conſideration, in Evidence of the 
Reality, and Intireneſs of his Converſion, and of the 
Efficacy of his zew Faith, is, that he ſingularly 
brightened his moral Character, in view of the World 
and Church, by Eminency for the Virtues, which 
were the Reverſe of thoſe vicious Tempers which had 
notoriouſly Blemiſbed it, or rather rendred it deſervedly 
infamous before, The rigid Phariſee, who breathed 
Threatnings and Death, ſoon learned to imitate his di- 
vine Maſter, . who ** was meek and lowly in Heart, and 
to TT beſeech Sinners by the Meekneſs und Gentleneſ of 
Chrift ; I. in all things approving himſelf to be the Mi- 
miſter of God, in much Patience, in Aflitions—by Long- 
- 22x: Cor: . 27. + 1 The: ii. 10. | Heb. xiii, 18; 
+ Ads xxiv. 16. 9 Na. 
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among them, Þ becoming all things to all Men, that 
| 15 might, by all means, ſave ſome. The formerly over- 
heated Perſecutor of the Church, learned 1 ſtifle, - 
even in the Cauſe of Chriſt, which he well knew 
needed it not, || the Wratb of "Man, which worketh not 
the Righteouſneſs of God; and he taught others f in 
" Meekneſs to inſtru? ſuch as oppoſed themſelves to the 
Truth, and * his Hearts defire, and Prayer to God (on 
behalf of the greateſt Enemies that ever he, or the 


| Goh _ had, even) for Nac, was, that they might be 


aved 

| f 5. The laſt Effect of St. Paul's Converſion, which 
| I al take notice of, as evidencing the Truth of it, 
is, that he, ever after, diſcovered as much meek, and 
Charitable Zeal for Chriſt, as he had before exerted of 
Rape againſt him. There is indeed fome Degree of 
this Temper wrought in all real Converts, by true Re- 
pentance 3 which affects, as much as may be, to ſet 
all things right again; with a Spirit at leaſt equal to 
that whereby they have long, or often perverted the 
Thing that is right. Nor do Perſons appear to act by 
any Sentiments of pious Honour, cr on the Principles 
of ingenuous Nature, Who do not affect, after a Re- 
traction of the Errors of paſt Life, which their Con- 
ſciences convict them of, to keep at the moſt wary 
Diſtance from them, and to exert themſelves, with a 
- diſtinguiſhable Zeal, to keep themſelves at the utmoſt 
Diſtance from them, and to exemplify the contrary 
Character, and Virtues. In this way our Apoſtle ex- 
poſtulates with the Converts at Ren, endeavouring to 
_ © convince them, in the moſt engaging Manner, of 
their Obligation, as being converted to the Faith after 
a very difſolute- Courſe of Life, to aſpire hinceforward, 
to be as intirely devoted to Righteouſueſs, without any 
vicious Excurſions, as they had formerly been to Sin, 


without any Regard, or Tendency to Righteouſneſs: 


+ As ye have yielded your Members Servants to Unclean- 


1 Thefl. ii. 7. - + 1 Cor. ix. 22. | James i. 20. 
12 Tim. ii. 25. ** Rom. x. i. ++- Rom, vi. 19, 20 
. ; neſs, 


* 


191 


weſt, and 19 Higuity, unto Tniquity ( or to the Practice 
of. Iniquity, being ſtill Vaſſals to one 
other, ſerving, in Succeſſion, divers Luſts and Plea- 
fares) even ſo now yield your Members Servants to 
Arbe, unto Holineſs; or to the Practice of Holi- 
neſs, being as entirely devoted to the Service of a new, 
as you were to the Service of your old Maſter: For 
when' ve were the Servants of Sin, ye were free from 
Righteouſneſs : And, by Parity of Reaſon, being 
now made free from Sin, and become Servants to God, 
ye are to bave your Fruit unto Holineſs, that the End may 
be eternal Life. This is the Scripture Notion of that 
Clearneſs from former Faults A 6 true Penitents re- 

cover, by being reſtored to Rectitude, and become 
zealous to 8 what hath been amiſs, when the 
Clearneſs of Innocents cannot be regained. So doth this 
Apoſtle teſtify + that the Corinthians had approved 
themſelves to be clear, ( from the Vices which had for- 
merly given them a- very criminal Diſtinction, and 
which he had reproved them for) by that Train of 
Paſſions, particularly Indignation for what was paſt, 
and Zeal, and Carefulneſ to amend, which had wrought 
in them, in order to their being rectified. And no 
Convert ever approved himſelf to be more clear, in 
this Senſe, than St. Paul became, from the greateſt 
Vice which had rendered him criminal before God. 


Though he was long a Blafphemer, and exceedingly 


mad with Zeal to oppote Chriſt ; yet, after he had re- 
ceived the true Light from- Heaven, Chriſt's was the 


| venerable, and indeared Name in which he gloried, 


and he could not bear that his own Name ſhould ever 
be mentioned, in any way which tended to withdraw 
the cloſeſt Regards of the Diſciples from him, whom 
Gad bad given a Name that is above every Name. 
I Was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in 
the Name of Paul? I Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but Miniſters, by whom ye believed? i. e. in 
one, Who is your Saviour, and Maſter, even Chriſt ? 


* Rom. vi. 22. + 2 Cor. vil. 11, | Phil. ii. 9. 
1 x Cor. i. 13. + 1 Cor. iii. 5. 8 
8 
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As dften as he could find an Occaſion. to mention be 
worthy Name by which woe are called; he never fails to, 
do it in a way which tends to raiſe the warmeſt. Af- 
fections. and, promote the, moſt, ſteady Adherence to 
bim; and was ambitious * that Chriſt ſhould be mag - 
nified in his Body, whether it be by Life, or Death, i. e. 
whether he ſhould live longer, to. preach Chriſt, or 
die ſoon, to bear his laſt Teſtimony for him. As he 
before flamed with an ungodly Zeal to extirpate Faith 
85 Chriſt, by Perſecution, and inflicted. Stripes, af- 
ter Impriſonment and Bonds, on Chriſtian Profeſ- 
ſors; ſo afterwards, Zeal, put under a right Direction, 
by Faith, and duly = tt, Meekneis and Charity 
(which were a new Proof of a moral Change) ani- 
mated him to hazard, and indure the ſevereſt Perſe- 
cutions, and even Death, for promoting the Goſpel, 
und he was F ready, not to be bound only, but to die for the 
Name ef the Lord Jeſus. And, though we have no 
Account, in the | New Teſtament, of the glorious 
Martyrdom which he finally endured ; but only ſome 
hiats of it, by way of Anticipation of his being ready = 
40 be offered up; viz. as a Martyr to the Truth which 
he had preached, 2 Tim. iv. 6.; and of his being 
fered upon the Sacrifice and S ervice of the Faith, Phil. 
i. 17: Yet the Accounts which we have of the pecu- 
liar. Sufferings which this moſt illuſtrious Chriſtian 
Confeſſor drew upon himſelf, by bold, and indefati- 
gable Zeal to, propagate Chriſtianity, and the I Jberties * 
of Chriſtians, are enough to ſignalize his Character. 
So he preſumes, when he had urgent Occaſion, to 
Characterize himſelf; || Are they Miniſters of Chriſt ? 
(4 ſpeak as a Fool) fo am I. In Labours more abun- 
Aan, in Stripes above meaſure, in Priſons more frequent, 
in. Deaths. oft. Of the Jews, froe times, received I 
forty. Stripes ſave one, thrice was I beaten with Rods, 
once was I. ſtened, thrice 1 ſi uffered Shipwrack, a Night 
aud a Day have I been in the Deep, in Fourneying of ten, 
in Perils of Malers, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils by 
my own Countrymen, in Perils by the Heathen, in 
Phil. i. 20. + Act, xxi, 13. || 2 Cor. xi. 23, &c. 
if : Wee 
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Perils in the City,” in Peril in the Wilderneſs,” in Perils 
in the Sea, in Perils among falſe Brethren 5 in Wearineſs 
and Painfulneſs,” in ale, often, in Hunger and 
Thirſt, in Faſtings often, in Cold and Nakedneſs. And 
to conclude the Argument, God owned his enlighten- 
ed and regular Zea), by giving ſurprizing Succeſs to 
his Miniftry, ies d. beyond that of any other 
Apoſtle; fo that he gathered, and eſtabliſhed a Mul- 
titude of Churches, to ſevoral of which molt inſtructive 
Epiſtles of his are now extant,” and drew large Regions 
to embrace the Faith, and conform to the Religion 
of the Goſpel; even + from Jeruſalem round about unto 
Illiricum ; which was od wide Suge of the moſt uſeful 
r eren 
By chis Time, fach as think that 1 hive fairly dif: 
played, in brief, the Hiſtory of the Life of St. Paul, 
the deſervedly moſt memorable Perſon of mere Men, 
who, * tho" he was poor, yet made many rich, and, they 
he had nothing, poſſeſſed all "Things (by enlarged Charity 
and in believing Proſpect) and made more generous 
Conqueſts than Ceſar, or Alexander, and almoſt as large; 
may be glad of Help, in order to the due Improve- 
meat of this diverſified,” but, at laſt, illuſtrious Cha- 
racter. I ſhall therefore conclude this Eſſay with the 
following natural Reflections upon the Argument. 
1. The fignal Converſion of St. Paul may, and 
ſnould be improved for the Confirmation of our Chriſtian 
Faith. The moſt proper Grounds of our Faith in 
Chriſt, are, the Accompliſhment of all the ancient 
Prophecies concerning him who ſhould come, in the Per- 
ſon, Doctrine, Life, and Death of our glorious Re- 
deemer; the Miracles which were wrought by him, in 
Proof of his divine Miſſion and Character; and by bis 
Apoſtles, in Proof of his Reſurrection from the Dead, 
and in Confirmation of a Religion which the duly exer- 
ciſed Reaſon of all Mankind might readily aſſent to, 
as worthy of God to reveal, andf of all Acceptation a- 
mong Men: However, the early, and afterwards more 
general Reception of the Truth, upon theſe 1 Evi- 


+ Rom, xv. 19, 20, 21. * 2 Cor. vi. 10. 
| | dences, 
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| denoes, a nn and every Rank 
Diſtinction, in Contradiction, not only to their 
orruptions, but to long and deep * rooted Prejudices,, 
and the ftrong Biaſs, at It, — "Regard to all-their 
Temporal Intereſts ; ſerves greatly to the Confirmation 
of the e Faith of ſuch as are reaſonably convinced (as all 
Man might be) of the Cnedibslity * Goſpel Hiſto- 
y. With reſpect to the Caſe of this Root in par- 
ticular, Iwill not pretend to advance, that his priva:e 
Senſe dnſerves more Regard than, or as much as 
Conlideration of Chriſt's being ſo generally. f Beli 
an in the World ;, even by Crowds of Converts, in 
Age when, and Places where Men had the beſt G 
tunities, and it was manifeſtly every Man's Interelt, to 
put the Proofs of Chriſtianity to the moſt critical Telt ; 
ox even of thoſe many Churches which were conver 
by his Preaching. But there was evidently ſomethi 
fo: very /ingular in the Caſe of our Apottk, that — 
Converſion. affords the ſtrongeſt Preiumption, even 
beyond that of others, that he was even uorally con- 
— by the brighteſt Glare of indiſputable Evi, 
dence, before he entertained the Sentiments and Re- 
ſolution of a Chriſtian. Any one would hazard his 
Reputation for good Senſe, among all the Judic; * 
who cannot perceive, from the Strength and 
rence of his Reaſonings, that he was a Perſon = a 
clear Head, and a  penztrating, Judgment, as well 
diſtigguiſhed by Quickneſs of Thought, and Vivacity of 
Imagination ; he: conſequently, far from being liable 
to become an caſy Convert, through Credulity, or 
the Heats of Enchulaſa, . Beſides, the inveterate Pre- 
jutlices in which he was educated, his ſuperſtitious Zcal, 
and uninlightened Fury for the Traditions gf his Fa- 
thers and the many wrong Comments which they had 
made on the Prophecies, an erroneous Confrignce, in- 
flaming his Bigotry; his Jong Scuffle, and even having 
drawn Blood, in the Controverſy againſt Believers, 
and many other Things, conſpired to. harden him in his 
| Infidelity, and whey ry his Converſion. the more\marvel- 
| 11 Tim. iu. 16. N EM 
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lous. Eſpecially his long, and fierce Oppoſition to the 
Goſpel, rendered a Retreat, and open Recantation, 
ſeemingly more diſhonourable; and would be ſure to 
draw on him the more raging Perſecution from his de- 
ſerted fellow Perſecutors. This rendered the miracu- 
lous Appearance of our Lord to him, from Heaven, 
neceflary, ſo much as to beſpeak his cloſe Attention to 
the Arguments which ſoon convinced him, when he 
was calm enough to enter into a fair Enquiry, in the 
Fear of God, and a concerned Regard to the Intereſts 
of his own Soul. And, when He became a Conve 
the ſtrongeſt Temptations that can be ſet before any 
Man, muſt be overcome by the Strength of his Con- 
viction; nor was it poſſible that he ſhould be influen- 
ced by ſo much as one temporal Motive, in adhering 
to the Change of Judgment. Chriſt * ſhewed him how 
great Things he muſt ſuffer for his Names Sake, and he 
too well knew the Strength, Numbers, Influence, and 
blind Fury of the Tribe of Zealots, whom he was de- 
ſerting; and had Reaſon, above all others, to expect 
what befel him, even that the unrighteous, and cruel 
Meaſure which he had meted to others, would be meaſured 
to him again, in his Turn. He was not a Perſon of ſo 
particular a Turn of Mind, as to perceive any Charms, 
t in Afliclions, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes, in Stripes, 
in Impriſonments, in Tumults, in Labours, in Watchings, 
in Faſtings, for their own Sake, and in the Profj 
of penal Death, added to the certain Loſs of his Ho- 
nour, Intereſts, and Friendſhips, gained by his former 
Zeal and Perſecution, and which he might have far- 
ther improved; ſo that theſe ſhould bribe his Judg- 
ment in favour of Chriſtianity. Nor could he, who 
well knew that the Author of this Religion had been 
crucified, Stephen ſo lately martyred for the Cauſe, 
and the Priſons at that Time filled with the Diſciples, 
and eſpecially after he was made acquainted with the 
Predictions of our Lord concernipg the Perſecution of 
his Followers, have the leaſt Proſpect, that the Chri- 
A ix, 16. . Cor. vi. „ $.* WE 
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ſtian Religion would gain Ground ſo faſt, as that, (if 
he could fave his Life for a few Years) .it would be for 
his temporal Intereſt to enliſt himſelf among the Seat 
that was every where ſpoken againſt. Since then, it is 
a Contradiction, to ſuppoſe any Effect, whether natu- 
ral or moral, without a proportional Cauſe, and every 
one who had heard of Chriſt's ſo often foretelling the 
Sutterings of his neareſt Followers, muſt have known 
him to be a falſe Prophet, and an Impoſtor, ſhould 
the Event have been contrary ; we may conclude, 
that St. Paul was reaſonably convinced that our Ma- 
ſter's Religion was divine, and wiſely ſacrificed all his 
Hope in this Life (except the too little known Pleaſure 
of doing good) to an aſſured Hope of a Recompence at 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt. At, 

2. The Hiſtory of the former Part of this Apoſtle's 
Life may, and ſhould be improved as an awful Cau- 
tion againſt Bigotry. - The Scripture makes Room for 
an important Diſtinction, between that Unbelief, which 


1s, a damning Vice, as proceeding from wicked Re- 


fiſtance of the Light, through prevailing Corruptions, 
and indulged Prejudices, or want of Love to Truth, 


or Goodneſs ; and that want of Faith, which is the 


Conſequent of lack of Opportunities, and duly propo- 
{ed Motives, to examine Things impartially, and with 


Care. I will briefly illuſtrate this Diſtinction, by a 


Compariſon of the two very diſtinguiſhable Caſes, of 
Nathanael and Saul. Naihanael was not only ignorant 
of the fundamental Truth of the Goſpel, that Jeſus 
was the Chriſt; but was ſo far under the Influence of 
the then faſhionable Prejudices, that he thought the 
great Controverſy of the Age, whether Jeſus was 4 
** Man (and then, by a Conſequence in the neareſt 


View, the Meſſiah) or one who deceived the People, 


ſcarce deſerved his ſerious Deliberations; and thought 


to ſlur it with that impertinent Query, Can any good 


Thing come out of Nazareth ? Yet he was, at the lame 
Time, ſo ſincere a Lover of Truth, and ſo open to 


Conviction, that, as foon as à Friend of his (of whoſe 


Judg- 


1 
Judgment and Sincerity he had, in all Probability, en- 
tertained a good Opinion) only fairly invited him 10 
come and fee, he readily made the Experiment; and 
was convinced upon leſs Evidence than was ordinarily 
afforded to free Enquirers, and ſaid, Rabbi, thou art 
the Son of God, thou art the King of Iſrael; and was al- 
ſured, that he ſhould ſee greater Things, for the Confir- 
mation of his Haith. Concerning him, our Lord, 
who can decypher the Heart, pronounced, even be- 
fore he was a Believer, * Behold an Iſraclite indeed, in 
whom there is no Guile, Quite the Reverſe of this was 
the Tem and Character of the hardened Infidel, 
and bloody - Perſecutor, Saul. He enliſted himſelf ve- 
ry early in an wnexamined Controverſy, and purſued it 
with all the Eruptions of Wrath, and Methods of Vi- 
olence which were in his Reach; and, tho' he had 
out-lived all our Lord's Miracles on Earth, and they 
had been repeated, as well as related, by his Apoſtles, 
who alſo confirmed their Teſtimony by ſupernatural 
Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, he wickedly abjured all free 
and cloſe Thoughts, and was ſo perverted by indul- 
ged evil Affections; that he remained, or rather be- 
came more hardened againſt all ordinary Means of Con- 
viction, and practiſed the moſt enormous Crimes of 
Cruelty and Injury; preſuming to hazard the incurring 
the execrable Guilt of being found ＋ to fight even a- 
gainſt God, by a fierce Oppoſition to the new reform- 
ing and ſaving Light, in the dark, He was prophane 
enough (tho? he might put on never ſo demure an 
Aſpect) to hazard his own Soul in the deſperate Scuffle 
againſt what he eaſily might, and conſequently ought 
to have known to be the true Way to eternal Salvati- 
on: For (as he himſelf knew how to argue, when calm 
enough to conſider) I None of the Things which confirm 
the Truth of the Goſpel were done in 4 Corner. On 
which Account, he muſt have died in his Sins, had not 
Chriſt wrought a ſpecial Miracle for his Conviction 


John i. 45—50. | ＋ Acts v. 39. I Adds xxvi. 26. | | 
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o *. there |. fell from his Mind, as well as his bodi- 
ly Hes, as it bad been Scales; which obſcured Viſion. 
Let me then conjure all my Readers, by the Reve- 
rence which they owe to Almighty God, by the Re- 
ſpect they pretend to bear to real (i, e. examined and 
not preſumed) Truth, and the Charity which is due to 
their own Souls, to beware of that inveterate and per- 
nicious Bigotry, and furious Zeal for any Thing which 
they dare not bring to the Teſt of cloſe Examination, 
which St. Paul ſo narrowly eſcaped the fatal Effects of. 
I will not preſume to warrant ignorant, flaming Bi- 
gots, who are hardened enough in arrogant Stupidity, 
to || rage and be confident (which the wiſe Man conſi- 
ders as the Character of Fools) in a Controverſy of 
Moment, which they dare not to examine fairly, and 
to refuſe the contrary-minded the Tokens of friendly 
and Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and treat them with all the 
diſtreſſing Methods of Injury which are in their Power 
L ſay I will not preſume to warrant ſuch, and I wonder 
how they can aſſure themſelves, that their Souls are 
not at Stake upon the Sincerity of their Enquiry ; tho? 
they would not otherwiſe be at Stake upon the Con- 
troverly ; in which they are + wiſer in their own Con- 
ceit, than ten Men who can render à Reaſon, By Bi- 
gotry, Men may ſoon degenerate into a criminal Stu- 
pidity, worſe than that of the Idols of the Heathens, 
and + have Eyes, but ſee not, and Ears but bear not, 
and, which 1s worſe, /ike that of their deluded Vota- 
ries, or the Infidels in the Time of our Lord, and his 
Apoſtles, who had Underſtandings, but underſtood not, 
becauſe they ſaw with the. Eyes, heard with the Ears, 
and underſtood by the Underſtandings of their blind 
Guides; and whom he fo juſtly complains of, in Lan- 
gnage which was equally a Reproach to their Under- 
| ſtandings and Conſciences, This Peoples Heart is war- 
1 groſs, and their Ears are dull of Hearing, and their 
yes have they cloſed, leſt at any Time they ſhould ſee with 
+} AQs ix, 18. j Prov. xiv. 16, + Prov. xxvi. 16. f Pfal. 
ex, 5, 6. Matt. Xu, 17, 
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their Eyes, and bear with their Ears, and ſhould under- 
Hand with their Heart, and ſhould be converted. A ſin- 
cere Lover of Truth will examine its Evidences with 
the ſame Fairneſs that an honeſt Tradeſman examines 
his Accounts, not to make, but to find the true Ba- 
lance ; and, provided he be a Lover of Charity too, 
and of Principles gab to Mankind, and agreeable 
to the Rules of the Goſpel, after he hath Reaſon to 
think he hath found it, he will maintain a modeſt 
Senſe of his own Fallibility, and conſider his Fellow- 


. Chriſtians as Servants of another Maſter, and not his 


Servants, but his Brethren ; and “ receive bim that is 
weak in the Faith, but not to doubtful Diſputations ; leſt 
he ſhould offend God, prejudice Truth, and be injuri- 
ous to upright Believers in Chriſt, and periſh everlaſt- 
ingly, upon the Principles of an indulged erroneous 
Conſcience, or antichriſtian Uncharitableneſs, and under 
the Guilt of wicked Perſecution, with the fulſome Cant 
of a Pretence of Zeal for Truth, God's Glory, or the 
Honour of our Redeemer, and perhaps alſo with the 
inconſiſtent Plea for Liberty of Conſcience for himſelf, 
in his Mouth. 
3. The Hiſtory of the latter Part of our Apoſtle”s 
Life, in the correct Edition of it, after he was a Be- 
liever, may, and ought to inſpire us all, with a holy 
Emulation to pur ſus the fame complete Converſion, which 
ſaved him. Had his Converſion been only from Ig- 
norance and Error, to Truth, and a right Belief, it 
would have been, (for I argue upon the Suppoſition 
that his Chriſtian, and not his Few Faith converted 
him from Wickedneſs, which I think I have proved, 
and therefore ſay that it would have been) incompleat, 
and partial, and as inſufficient to Salvation, as it was 
to Amendment of Life. The Change from Infideli- 
ty to Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is indeed funda- 
mentally neceſſary to a Goſpel Worſhip, Temper, and 
Converſation; and required of all thoſe to whom the 
Goſpel comes recommended by its proper Evidences 
Kom. xiv. 1. | 
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of Credibility, as the Term of their Acceptance with 
God ; for he faith, F mf ye believe not that I am be, ye 
ſhall die in your Sins. But the New Teſtament fi up- 
rovl ſuch a Thing as | believing in vain, And St. ft 
xt van us the true Notion of ſuch a vain Faith 3 
as PEN ſting in ſuch a ſuperficial Conviction of the 
Truth and Importance of our Goſpel Creed, or ſuch 
want of due Attention to it, as of producing any 
anſwerable Change of Men's moral Character and 
Works, What doth it profit, my Brethren, if a Man ſay, 
1 have Faith, and have not Works ? Can Faith ſave 
him ? Wilt thou know, O vain Man, that Faith without 
Works is dead? For as the Body without the Spirit is 
dead; fo Faith without Works is dead alſo. It is indeed 
the moſt comfortable Doctrine of the Goſpel, and the 
invaluable Privilege of Believers, that, through Chriſt, | 
a renewing and reforming Repentance ſhall be accepted 
inſtead of Innocence; as I ſhall ſhew hereafter; and 
that ® our Faith, as Abraham's was, ſhall be imputed to 
us for Righteouſneſs (or inſtead of that Innocence which 
it can never reſtore, or that Perfection which it can 
never exalt us to in this Life) if it produce that ſin- 
cęere Obedience, and real Righteouſneſs, which gives 
an appropriate Character to all upright Believers, as 
righteous, But no Faith (not that which is truly, and 
not only reputatively, moſt orthodox) will fave, except 
that which ſanctifies, by purifying the Heart, and be- 
coming the Principle of a new Chriſtian Life and 
there will ever remain a damning Inconſiſtency between 
a Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, and - a Habit of wil- 
ful Diſobedience, or Indulgence to the Vices of unre- 
generate Nature and Life. And why, faith Chriſt, 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the Things which 
T'ſay? The moral Differences of Actions are founded 
in the neceſſary, and unalterable Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, ſo that ſuch as confound them, and call 
Evil Good, and Good Evil, have a Wo denounced againſt 


* vüi 24.1 Cor. xv. 2. ü Jamesii. 14, 20, 26. 
om. iv. 22 24, 25. 9 Luke vi. 46. | Jer. v. 20. 
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them, as guilty of as great a moral Confuſion, as if 
they had confounded the Differences in Nature, which 
are diſtinguiſhable by our Senſes, and did put Dark- 
neſs for Light, and Light for Darkneſs, or put bitter 
for ſweet, and fiveet for bitter. And the moral Cha- 
racters of Perſons, which reſult from theſe moral Dif- 
ferences of their Actions, are invariably diſtinct; fo 
that Mankind, whom God endued with Intelligence, 
and a Capacity of moral Taſte, ſhall wiſely be divided 
for Eternity, according to the real Differences of their 
moral Characters and Conduct in this Life; or as it is 
expreſſed by our Apoſtle *, We muſt all appear before 
the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 
the Things done in his Body, according to that be hath 
done, whether 'it be good, or bad, No Faith in Chriſt, 
as a Saviour, ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of Obedience to 
him, or will exempt us from ſtanding upon our Trial 
for Eternity, before him, who will finally divide Men, 
into an eternally happy, or miſerable State of Being, 
according to the Differences of their moral Conduct, 
and Characters; which are as diſtinguiſhing as the 
reſpective Natures of + Chaff and Wheat, or || Sheep 
and Goats, — Our Apoſtle's Faith accordingly became in 
him a prevailing Principle of a Goſpel-Worſhip, Tem- 
per, and Converſation; and thereby was his Converſa- 
tion intire and ſaving; t ths? he had not attained the 
Perfection of that Righteouſneſs which he was ſtiil fol- 
lowing after. He declares, ** The Life that I now 
live in the Fleſb, I live by the Faith of the Son of God, 
and again, FF For we walk by Faith, not by Sight. 
The Meaning is, that his Faith in Chrift, and conſe- 
quent Hope of immortal Life and Happineſs in the in- 
viſible World, through the Favour of God in him, in- 
fluenced him to labour to be accepted of him, whom 
he was redeemed to pleaſe, in Life, and at Death; in 
2 of any Thing which could be addreſſed to his 

nſes and Appetites, from temporal Things, Events, 


2 Cor. v. 10. + Luke iii. 17. | Matt, xxv. 33. Þ Phil. 
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or Proſpects, to terfipt him to live, or act upon any 
other Principle. And the Converſion of Men to a new 
ſpiritual Aim, and moral Conduct, was what he ſtre- 
nuouſly 3 in the Courſe of his Miniſtry. He 
faith to King Agrippa, in the noble Defence which he 
made of himſelf (or rather of the Goſpel) before him; 
t I would to God, that not only thou, but alſo all that bear 
me this Day, were not only almoſt, but altogether fuch 
85 T am, (adding one ſingle Exception, with the moſt 
beautiful and engaging Manner of Addrefs) except theſe 
Bonds. And, from the whole, we may conclude, how 
ineffectual to Salvation our modern Converſions of fi- 
tular Believers, from one diſputed Opinion, or Way 
of Worſhip, to another, are, unleſs our common Faith, 
as Chriſtians, convert us to Obedience to the Goſpel, 
and to real Goodneſs; tho* they are, by too many, 
purſued with greater Zeal than that “ converting Sinners 
from the Error of their Ways, which would fave their 
Souls from Death. May we all therefore f repent, and 
be converted. There is indeed no Neceſſity, that ſuch 
as have been, from their Baptiſm, inſenſibly trained up 
to Piety and Virtue, and early complied with the Ex- 
hortation, Flee youthful Luſts, under the Influence of 
a truly Chriſtian Education, whereby they have, in a 
Manner leſs perceptible, reaped the happy Fruits of 
their early Baptiſm and Faith, ſhould pats through all 
the artificial Stages of Scholaſtick Converſion, or ex- 
perience ſo ſignal a Change made on them, of a ſud- 
den, as St. Paul had; ſo that they ſhould. be able to 
determine the ever memorable Day, or the gradual 
Traces of a paſſionate Converſion. But I may preſume 
to affirm, (and I hope without Hazard of being re- 
uted a Methodiſt, among any who tolerably under- 
Rand the Scheme of the Goſpel) that a baptiſmal will 
not ſupply the Place of a real, ſpiritual, and moral Re- 
generation 3 and that all who were ever conſcious that _ 
they did not fo early, and fully improve their Baptiſm, 


t Acts xxvi. 28. James v. 20. ÞF 2 Tim. ii, 22. 
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Education, and as to be, from the firſt diſcers 


nible Beginning, of rt Number of || righteows Perſons 
obo need no Repentance, i. e. | from dead Warks, or 
ie hors from 1 of ay habicual and indulged Vices 
If unregenerate Life, ought, in order to attain any rea- 
Jomable Satisfaction of their being now in a 2 | 
Favour and Acceptance with Cod, to experience f 
a Change as hath, in fome good Mes ure, produced the 
fame moral Ffiets with that of St. Pew; tho'-it 
Ns not have exalted them to the ſame laudable 
Heights of triumphant Picty, and heroic Virtue, - It 
ar 1 concerns all who would be eaſy at Heart, to 
be fire that they are purſuing virtuous Proficiency, 
from thoſe ++ Hungerings and irſtings after Clack. 
neſs, which are the firſt Elements of true Good 
Our Lord declares, with a repeated Aﬀeverati 
Except a Man be born of Water, and of the Spirit, 2 
cannot enter into the Ningdem of Cad. And ſuch as diſ- 
cetn the too general Corruption of Chriſtians, need 
not marvel, "if it may trul ſaid, to moſt Perſons of 
ch un Extra tho and Education, as Chriſt ſaid eon- 
perriing the Tews, ye muſt be born again. We thould 
affect t that our minding the Things of the Spirit be an 
Evidence of our being born after the Spirit, and 5 
able to prove our being born of the Spirit, b 
putting e the Works of the Fleſh which Ka manifeſt, 
exclude from the King go! of Heaven, Adultery, ug 
tion,” nelednneſs, Laſcivi ouſneſs, Hatred, Variances 
Drankennefs, Revellings, and ſuch. like, as well . 2 
latry; an by our being endued with the 
2 Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Long: ſafferi W. Ara 7, 
52 " Faith Meekneſs, Tempergnce.. We ſhould be 
os: prove bur being born of God, by our Canyer- 
ſion to = Piet „and univerſal Charity ; for tt Eve. 
one that louelh is born of God, and knoweth God; but 
fa that loveth not,  Rngweth no} God ; for God is Love, 
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We ſhould be conſcious of loving him who ⸗ beat 45 
and prove it by keeping his Commandments, and by not 
indulging any Habit of wilful Wickedneſs, for + 
"whoſoever is born of God doth not commit Sin, Andt 


"ewe may know that we are paſſed from Death unto Life, 


if we love the Brethren. Tho? we ſhould be converted 
to the Belief of any Syſtem of Doctrines, or aſſent and 
ronſent to any Rubrick for Worſhip, through the whole 
Circle of Diviſions and Sub- diviſions among Chriſti- 
ans; yet if no ſuch Change is wrought on us, as ſanc- 
tiſies our Hearts, and reforms our Lives, ſo that, if 
"they began, like the Sermon of the Royal Preacher, 
with Vanity of Vanities, they may end, as that doth, 
in the Fear of God, and keeping bis Commanaments, * 
yet need a ſaving Converſion. Whatever the 

* Vices are, which we have indulged in former Life; 3 
we muſt (and, if we have any pious Regard to God, 
and Charity for our own Souls, we ſhall) pray, and en- 
deavour after a Converſion from them to the contrary 
Virtues. That Converſion alone is true, intire, and 
faving, which alters Men's moral Conduct, and Cha- 
racters; rendering the irreligious Perſon, pious and 
devout; the proud, humble; the falſe and perfidious, 


true and faithful; the unjuſt, righteous; the Perſon 


ingroſſed by Self- love, charitable, and a Lover of his 
whole Species; the debauched Libertine, ſober, tem- 
perate, and pure; the Wrathful, meek ; the Cove- 
tous, liberal; the Cruel, merciful ; and the Implacable, 
.gentle, and eaſy to be intreated which our Apoſtle 
deſcribes under the Notion of I putting off the old 
Man, with his Deeds, and being renewed in (or by) 
Knowledge,- after the Tmage (i. e. the moral Likeneſs) 
of him that created him. 


4. The Hiſtory of Paul's Converſion, and obtaining 


the Encouragement of the greateſt Sinners 12 repent. 1 
could not fairly omit this en of the Caſe; 


i John b. 1—3. 1 John iii. 9. f Ver. 14. 4 Col. 
jib. 9. 10. 
becauſg 
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becauſe our Apoſtle himſelf applies the Hiſtory to this 
Purpoſe ; and it would be greatly to the Prejudice of 
ſome Readers, to neglect the ſetting before them a 
moſt important Scripture Doctrine, concerning the 
Readineſs of God to be reconciled to every penitent 
Believer ;z even tho? they have been ſome of the vileſt 
Refuſe of this World of Apo, or Enemies to the . 
Croſs of Chriſt, in former Life. This Doctrine, which 
brightens the Goſpel, hath the ſtrongeſt rational Ten- 
dency to A Repentance among redeemed Sin- 
ners, on Earth, and gives a more rapturous Elevati- 
on to the new Doxology of the Church, found in the 
Revelation of St. John, Bleſſing and Honour, and Glory 
and Power, be unto him that fitteth on the Throne, and 
unto the Lamb, for ever and ever. How peculiarly fit 
this moſt ſignal Converſion is, to be an Example of 
Encouragement, above others, to the greateſt of Sin- 
ners, we may learn from his own Words, in a Place- 
which I have already explained. In his Epiſtle to T:- 
mothy, after he had duly aggravated his own Super- 
eminence of Guilt, as a Blaſpbemer of Chriſt, and a 
Perſecutor of, and injurious to his Diſciples, he adds, 
t Howbeit, for this Cauſe I obtained Mercy, that in me 
the chief, (i. e. of Sinners, as in the former Verſe) Jeſus 
Chriſt might ſhew forth all Long-ſuffering, for a Pattern 
to them who ſhould hereafter believe on him to Life ever- 
lifting. And, conſidering only his flaming Bigotry, 
and execrable Fury, the Converſion of ſuch an one to 
the Meekneſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, to preach the 
Faith which once he deſtroyed, with at leaſt equal Zeal, 
ſo that he obtained the Character of a || Ring-leader 
of the Sect of the Nazarenes (tho* the former Part of 
the Charge of the mercenary Orator Tertullus, was, 
enormoully falſe, as he calleth him @ peſtilent Fellow, 
and a Mover of Sedition) and to endure the ſevereſt Per- 
ſecutions, in the Cauſe of ſaving Truth, with a De- 
gree of Meekneſs and Patience which ſeems even to. 
_ ſurpaſs his former unhallowed Rage, and Fury againſt: 
' © Rev. v. 13. 1 1 Tim. i. 16. l As xxiv. 0, | 
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the Chriſtians ; ſeems to be as complete, tho? not H- 
teral, an Accompliſhment of the Prediction of the re- 
mirkable Effect of the Goſpcl, in changing the ſavage 
Tempers of Men, as may perhaps ever happen in the 
Caſe of any particular Perſon; tho' I hope it will yet 
become a more general Caſe, that he Wolf ſhall duell 
with th: Lamb, and the Leopard ſhall lie down with tht 
| Kid, and the Calf, and the young Lion, aud the Fatlint 
together, and a little Child ſhall lead them, The Con- 
ſidleration of an illuſtrious Converſion, and of the Sin- 
 ner*s obtaining Mercy, 1a this fingular Inſtance, which 
will be memorable through all the Annals of Time; 


z enough to impreſs the Conviction with Efficacy, that 


this is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chrift came into the World to ſave Sinners of 
the mot criminal Diſtinction; and that none have 
the leaſt Reaſon to deſpair of Forgiveneſs, but what 
ariſeth from Conſciouſneſs of invincible Impenitenty ; 
which none ought to conclude againſt themſelves, Who 
perceive the leaſt growing Diſpoſition to exert them- 
ſelves in Prayer, and endeavour nat to receive the Grace 
of God in vain. The Goſpel had, at firſt, the moſt 
remarkable Succeſs, and will ever have, not am 
ſuch as reſt in Forms of Religion, a traditional Rigtite= 
ouſneſs, and a plauſible Converſation, to ſave decent 
ABR. but among Sinners of ſome Diſtinction, 
who are more open to Conviction, and, better diſpoſed 
to receive new reforming Lights, upon proper Evi- 
dence So our Lord, who knew what was in Man, 
and how intellectual and moral Principles operate, dic- 
tates on this Head, to the Scribes and Phariſees, “ 
Fh:y-that are whole need nat the Phyſician, but they that 
art fick : I came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners, 
10 Repentance. And heelſewhere declares, to the very 
Ears of thoſe plaufible Hypocrites, : The Publicans 
an Hurlots go milo the Kingdam of Heaven before you. 
Ad we el not doubt, but many Sinners of primary 

Diſtinftion, will finally be found in our Lord's hea. 
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venly Retinue. Our Apoſtle having reckoned” up 
Perſons of the moſt immoral, and reprobate Charac- 
ter, who were as unfit as any 10 enter into Heaven, ſuch 
as Fornicators, Tdolaters, Thieves, Drunkargs, &c. 
ſhews that the Church at Corinth, was in Part collected 
out of ſuch, and writes, Aud ſuch were ſome of you ; 
but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanfFified, but ye are juſti- 
fled, in the Name of u Lord Jeſus Chrift, and by the 
Spirit of our God. 2 | 
And, fince Obedience and Righteouſneſs are th 
Primary Obligation, and original Duty of God's ratio- 
nal Creatures, and moral Agents, it is evident, by a 
Conſequence in Sight, that it muſt be the happy Reſult 
of the Ge and Favour of God to Mankind, is 
Chrift Jeſus, that Repentance (which hath nothing of 
the Nature of a proper Atonement, but is a zazural 
Duty, of ſecondary Obligation, in conſequence of a 
Failure of Innocence) ſhould avail to any Sinner's For- 
grveneſs ;, and that Faith in the Mediator ſhould be im- 
puted for Righteouſneſs, to all whom it ſanctifies, and. 
recovers, in any ſincere Meaſure, to that Righteouſ- 
| neſs, which is acceptable t zo the righteous Lord, who 
loveth Righteouſneſs, and whoſe Countenance will behold 
tbe Upright. And, fince it is of Grace Þ that any Sin- 
ners are /aved; there cannot, in conſequence, be Rea- 
fon why any, even the moſt enormous Sinners, ſhould 
be precluded from the Mercy of God, thro' Chriſt, 
which is rightly called i the common Salvation, upon 
their being renewed, by Faith, to that reforming Re- 
pentance, which is the ſecondary Obligation of Sinners, 
and, with Faith, ſubſtituted in the ſtead of Innocence, 
by God's gracious Covenant. Right and Wrong are as 
diſtinguiſhable in Morality, as Truth and Falſhood are 
in Science, or regular and irregular in Art. Moral A- 
gents muſt conſequently be under the ſame Obligation, 
to retract and correct what is perceived, by them, to 
be faulty in Practice, that Enquirers after Truth. are, 
_ "vWF. 5 KR wll io, 11. f Pal. xi. 7. Eph. ii. 5. 
r 1 7. 1 Ep 5 
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6 renounce what they can perceĩve to be an Error in 
udgment, or an Artificer, to reduce what he finds to 
be irregular to the Rectitude of his proper Rule, And 
fuch is the Redundancy of the Grace of God, through 
the Merit of Jeſus, under the Gofpel-oeconomy, that 
ſuch a Repentance of Believers, or ſuch a Faith of Peni- 
tents, as recovers them to Sincerity and. Uprightneſs, 
| mould obtain their Pardon and Ai with God; 
* and imperfect Obedience and Virtue be available to e- 
| ternal Life and Happineſs, inſtead of irrecoverable In- 
nocence. And, fince * all have finned, and come ſhort 
of the Glory of God, and muſt be juſtified freely by his Grace, 
through the Redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt, and Re- 
pentance and Faith may recover both to the.ſame ſin- 
cere, tho” only . imperfc& Obedience and Virtue, and 
fach as have much forgiven may love much; there can be 
no Reaſon why the Caſe of any, even the chief Sin- 
ners, ſhould be thought leſs compaſſionable, through 
Chrift, upon their Recovery, by Faith, to reforming 
Repentance. This merciful Grant of Forgiveneſs of 
Sins, thro* Faith in Chriſt, upon a rectifying Repen- 
tance, all Sinners need alike : It appears therefore to 
have occaſioned Joy, as well as Surprize, in the Jewiſß 
Converts to Chriſtianity, when they perceived, from 
St. Peter's Hiftory concerning his being divinely ſent 
to make and receive the firft Chriſtian Proſelytes among 
thoſe whom they called, in a ſingular Senſe, by Rea- 
fon of their Polytheiſm and ſtupid Idolatries, Sin- 
ners of the Gentiles, and of + God's giving them the like 
Gift as be did unto the Jews who believed on the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt) that the invaluable Favour of Remiſſion 
of Sins, and a Right to immortal Life, upon a peni- 
tent Return to God, reached them, as well as the Po- 
ſterity of faithful Abraham; which they never enter- 
| tained a Thought of before. So the ſacred Hiſtorian 
informs us, | when they heard theſe Things they beld 
their Peace, (or preſumed no longer to contend againſt 


| ® Rom. iii, 23, 24. Gal. ii. 43. f AR xi. 17. 
|| Ver. 18. „ OY 
| receiving 


- N o 


= n 71. Wee © -j 
receiving Gentile: Believers) and glorified Cad; ſaying, © 
Then hath God alſo to the Gentiles granted Repentance unto 3 
Life. The Meaning is; Then hath God indeed grant- 
to the Gentile, as well as Jewiſh Believers in Chriſt, 
the ineſtimable Grace, that their Repentance ſhould a- 
vail them to Life eternal. n 
- To conclude, we may learn, from the Caſe of con- 
verted and pardoned Paul, as well as from the Tenor 
of the Goſpel Revelation, for the Encouragement of 
Repentance, and the inſpiring penitent Believers with 
the | moſt ſtrong and chearful Hope in God's Mercy, 
thro? Chriſt, that there needs nothing beſides the con- 
verting a Sinner from the Error of bis Ways, in order to 
ſave a Soul from Death. To God, and to the Lamb, be 
the Glory-of reconciling Mercy and mediating Grace, 
in favour of Believers, and reforming Penitents, for 
ever : And, in particular, for the ſignal Converſion 
of our Apoſtle Paul; by whom we, Sinners of the Gen- 
tiles, in our Original, were || called into the Fellouſbip 
of God's Son, Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 2 
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